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Concerning the [Initarians, 
wnlgarly called Socinians. 


SIR, 
F.N Anſwer. to yours, demanding 
..a-brief account of the Unitariens, 
called alſo Socipians; their Do- 
__  rineconcerning God (in which 
only they differ from other Chriſtians, 
the Remonſtrants, profeiledly agreem 
with them in orher points of Faith 


Doftrine) and the Defence uſual- 
ly. make of their Hereſy. are 
called Soctnians, from F. Socinus, an T- 
talianNoble-Man,apd a principal Wri- 
terof their Party. They affirm, God 
1s only one Peripn, not three. They 

A 2 make 


(2) 


make our Lord Chriſt to be the Meſſen- 
,-and-Creature 


-oer;"Nfintfter;-Servant 
of God; they conifefs hetsatforhe Son 
of God, 'beca he was of Pom on 


bleſſed. Mary by! the-Spirit-of Bower of 
_ wke 1. 35. But they deny that 


* Y 190; on Perſon but the Father 
Father of o_ Kid-our 


3s Gol y and E- 
ternal Len oi 5 Holy TORR 8þ it, or wo aC- 


cording to them, 1s the Power and In- 
Mas -# "To by I. 35-9 1 7, 
OP Sachs was a Man, 


| SIE: "SIT Mini- | 
Hg Nh ores ure of Gad ; | 


e d, - they think''i$ pro- 
KN, Es 1 KEE them) FAr. 


| Ents.,:, 7, CE 
| - our Lord Chriſt” were" himſelf 
| ere.could be no Perſon's ater 
oo Ko none that mi t be: <d his 
d,or his God > NORe UN at could*in in any 
reſp command: him.., 'But* Abbe Hol 
Serjptures teach,that the Father 
terthan Chriſt;] IS. the” Head, and Ihe 
.of. Arbeit ; and give Commatidinent 
to 
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God; ie could not. wirhqur Bl » 
be.(abſdlutely.'and. without 'Reltrifti- 
6n).-anmed. of ban, ghat>he 3 
Gregtuee,Uuthe Poſlethion,,. the Servant,, 
2nd Subje&tiof God 3 3 Or, that , his 
Qbedivrice)) be:way; yore an ads; 
vanced by. Gqd«. But thevnlt pare ANSe b 
thors\ok;Nely: Scxi FORTY © kk 


(6) 
ſhall. he remain ſubje& to God, Col. 
I. 15. The fo born (from the dead, ver. 


18,) ' of every Creature. Heb. 3. 1,2. 


Conſider the 4 
our Profeſſion 


le- awd high Prie 
fs Obri wh. 


faithful to him that appointed hims. In, 


the Greek, and'in the Margin of our 
Bibles, tis fa#hfal to hini that made him. 
1 Cor. 3. 2 La Chriffs, and Chrift 
i God's. tth. 12. 17,18, That 5s 


 whight be folfiled that was ſpoken by Thai- 


as, —Behold my Servant. Phil. 2.8, g. 
He humbled himſelf, and became obedient, 
——Wherefore God hath highly exalted 
him ; and given him a Name above every 
Name. 1 Cor. 15.28, When all things 
[ball be ſubdaed to him, then (ball the Son 
alſo be ſubjet# ro him that put all things 
wndey him, that God may be «liin all. 

3. He that is trne God, js not the 
Miniſter, or Prieſt of any other Per- 


- ſon or Perſons 3 he neither doth nor 


will (being himſelf Omniporent and 
Alt-ſafficienty mediate or intercede 
with any whomfbever, for his Servants 
and Peopk; But "tis certitin _ 
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(7) 
Lord Chriſt is the Miniſter, and, Me--- 
diator of God and Men; a Prieſt that. 
appeaxeth in.the Preſence of. God, and 
intercedeth with him. for Men. 'Adeb.. 
8. 6. Now hath he obtained « more ex- 
cellent Miniſtry. '1 Tin. 2. 5, There - 
4. oye God, and one Mediator between. 
God and Men, the Man Jeſus Chrit, 
Heb. 2.17. 4 merciful. and faithful 
High Prieſt in things pertaining to God, 
Heb, 9, 24. Chri/t #,n0t entred into the 
Boly place. made with . Hynds, byt into 
Heaven it ſelf, now to appear inthe Pre- 


ſence of God far us. Heb. 7. 25. He 
' ever liveth to make Interceſſion for 


then. 

4. Almighty God doth all things 
ia his own Name, and by his own Au- 
thority ; He ever doth his own Will, 
and ſeeketh bis qwn Glory ; he declares 
himſelf-to be the prime OQbjeQ of Faith 
and Worſhip ; and pronounces all 
Poftrines or. Religions to be vain, 
which proceed. not from Him alone. 
But 1n our Logd Chrift all things are 
contrary, for he declares, that he came 

mo 74 nor 


(8) 
not-iritb the World in his own Name 
of Atlthority ; not todo his own Will, 
orifeek his own Glory, or propound 


him(clf-as the principal 'Obje& of our 


Faith er Worfhip, or "to publiſh a-Do- 
Qttine of his own. Fohn 19.28. 1 am 
tot come of my ſelf. ' John 5.43. Tum 
come 31 my Father's Name. John 8. 42, 
1 proteeded forth ana came from God, 


neither tanie 1 of my ſelf, but he ſent ; 


we. John 5. 30. I ſeek not my own Will. 
John -8. 50. I ſeek: not 'my 0ivn Glory. 
fohn 32. 44. He' that believeth on 


me, believeth nor on me, but on him. 


that ſent me. - Phil. 2, 11. "That: every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Teſus Chriſt 
s Lord, tothe Glory of God the Father. 


John 7. 16. My Do#rine « not mine, but 


his that ſent me. 

5. God was always moſt wiſe, ne- 
ver ignorant of any thing : He need- 
eth not the concurrence of any other 
Perſon, to afſure 'him that he judgeth 
right. He cannot (faith St. Fames, 
Thap. 1.ver. 13:) be tempred. - And as 
he is infinitely great, ſo he is no leſs 
;e aa Good, 
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Good.-But the ſacred Writersdo not- 
ſpeak of the Lord Chriſt after this Te- 
for. They ſay our Lord Chriſt-in- 
creaſed in Wiſdom ;>that he profefſed 
himſelf ignorant of fome things ; that 
he aſcribed the Certainty and Infallibi- 
lity of his Judgment to the Father's Pre- 
ſence with him ; that he was zried by 
great Temptations, heing thereto ex- 
poled by the Holy Ghoſt ; that he re- 
fuſed to be called Good, becauſe God 
only is Good. Luke 2.:52, Jeſus increa- 
ſed in Wiſdom, —and in Favour with 
God ad Men. Mark 13. 32. Of that 
Day and Hour knoweth no Man (In the 
Greek tis, none knoweth) xo not the 
Angels which are in Heaven, neither the 


Son; but the Father. S. Matthew (Mat. 


- 24. 36.) adds, But the Father only. 


John 1. 34. Where have ye laid him ? 
They. ſay unto him, Lord, come and ſee. 
John 8.16. My Judgment is true, for 


| «i am not alone; but I and the Father 


that ſent 'me. Matth. 4. 1. Then was 
Teſus led of the Spirit, to be tempted of 
the Devil. Luke 18. 19. Why calle 


thos 


tn J'; ” 
the me good ? there is none good ſave 
one; that is God. | 

6. God giveth what and to, whom, 
himſelf pleaſeth ; he needs not the Aid: 
of any other ; he. entreateth not for 
himſelf or People ; he cannot die, and 
he deriveth his. Power from none but 
himſelf, But *tis certain that the Lord 
Chriſt could not himſelf, without the 
previous Ordination of the Father, 
confer the prime Dignities of Heaven, 
or of the Church. He placed his Safe. 
ty in the Father's Preſence and Help. 
He prayed often and fervently to the 
Father, both: for himſelf and for. bis 
Diſciples. He died, and. was raiſed 
from the dead by the Father. Aker 
his ReſurreQion he received of quather, 
that great Power which he now ipjoy- 
eth. DMatth. 20. 23. To (it os wy right 
Hand, and on my left, is not PURE £0 IVE ; 
but | it ſhall be given] to thens, for 
whom it is prepared of my Fathexs. John 
8. 29. He that ſent me, is with me; 
and the Father hath not left me alaxe, for 
1 always do thoſe thipgs that pleaſe pm 
Luke 


- 


| 
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CY 
Luke 22. 42. Father, of thou be willing, 
remove this Cup from me; Heb. 5.7. 
Who in the Days of bis Fleſb offered up 
Prayers and Snpplivations, with ftrong 
Crying and Tears, unto bin that was 
able to ſave him. \ Jobn 17. 20. Nets. 
ther pray 1 for theſe clone, but for them 
alſo which ſhall beheve in me through 


their Ward. 'Epheſ: 1. 19, 20. Accord- 


ing to the mighty working of his Power, 
which he wroxght in Chrift, when he ras- 
fed him fromthe dead. Matth. 28, 18, 
Jeſms care and ſpake to them, ſaying, All 


"13: gruUen 10-8, | 

To | Chrift 1s. in holy Scripture 
always ſpoken of, as a diſtin and dif- 
ferent Perſan from God ; and deſcribed 
to be the Son of God, and the Image 
of God: Rom. 16. 27. To God only 
viſe, be Glory through Jeſw Chritt. 
Luke 18. 19. Why calle#t thow me good ? 


' there is none good ſave one, that is God. 


: Tim. 2. 5. There is one God, and one 
Mediztor between God and Men, the Max 
Teſws Chriff. John 13. 18. He that be- 
tieveth not, is condemned already, becauſe 

| he 


(12) 
he hath not betieved.'on the Name of the ' 
. only begotten Son. of God: Luke 1 35.1 
The Holy -Gho# fpallicome- wpon'. thee \ 
(Bleſed Mary.) -und.the Power of the. 
he#t (ball boenſbadewerber tberefare » 
fe (or, ow therefore)-'the rene 
that is boys of heerſpBbe rall, 
of - God:. '. Col, ratwycT BeiTyrdes he | 
znviſible God. .. "Tis. (fay Cay, 
as impoſlible. that the Boizior Image of; 
the one true God ſhould himſelf be that: 
one true.God, -as thatithe Son-ſhould be\ 
the Father, . and: the Image. that: very 
thing whoſe Imageatzis y: which -ahey. 
take to: be fimply: umpaſſiblez:aaf] opn- 
tradictory- to. .comman: ſerdſe;) which; 
Religion- came not" to deſtroy; buro. 
KmMPprove. £2) 39 108 Rt 0G 
Whereas to. theſe arguings: bis 0b- 
jefted,} rhat theſe: things are in Holy: 
Scripture ſpoken of; Chriſt :actording 
to only. his humane Nature, \QLaSHhe; 
is a Man'; but that he is alſo: God the. 
Son, chough united to an. humane 'Na-. 
ture; that 1s, to' an humane: Sonland” 


Body. The Socinians reply , that'there. 
is 


643)) 
* 15 in Scripture no real: Foundirion for 
ſuch a-Conceit ;ithat *ris: inconſiſtent 
 withalmoſt all the:Texts already cited, 
eſpecially thoſe' in-which the Lord 
- Chriſt 1s {poken-of asadiftintt and dit- 
ferenrPerſon from God ; and that there 
are many other Cbnſiderationsand Pal- 
fages' of .holy Scripture, whach. no leſs 
thai demonſtrate it-to be falſe.” As, 

8.'' Berauſe fo many Texts -expreſly 
declare, that only-the Father is God : 
John x7. 1, 2, 3. Father, this s Life e- 
terpal, that they know thee, the only truc 
God, and. Jeſus Chrift whom thos ' hatt 
-ſent-;\ or Jelus Chrift thy Meſfenger. 
:1:Cor. 8:6. But to ws there s bat one 
- God, - the Father,” of whom are all things, 
and we in him : and one Lord (or; Ma- 
ſter, ze: Teacher.) by whonn are all 
thizgs.”.' In the Greek: thus, .One Lord, 
. Teſus Chriſt, for whom are all things, and 
-we for him. See the Note on Heb.1. 2. 
in-the Fourth 1 etter. Eph. 4. 4, 5, 6. 
One Spirit, one Lord, one. God: and Fa- 
ther of all, who »« above all. t-Cor. 15. 
24. Then cometh the . Endz *when, he 

(Chriſt, 


(14) 
:{Chrift, ver. 23.) fhall delvver ap the 
' Kingdom to God, (even the Father. Jam. 
Fe 9. Therewith (with the'Tongne, ver.s.) 

leſs we God, ruen the Father. Rom. 
I5. 6. With one: Mind, .and with oze 
Moath glorify God, even the Father of 
Our LordFeſ Chreft.” | 

9. If. Chriſt ' were indeed God as 
well as Man, or (as'Trizitariexs ſpeak) 
God the Sox incarnate in.an humane 
Nature ; it had been-altogether ſuper- 
-fluous to give the iHoly- Spirit ro. his 
faid humane Nature, as a DireQtor and 
Guide. © For what . other help could 
. that Nature need, which was one Per- 
fon with (as theyſpeak) Gad the Sos ; 
and in which God the Sox did perſonal- 
ly dwell? -Zke.4. 1. Jeſus being full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, departed from Jordan. 
Afts 1. 2. After that he through the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt (3. e.. through direction and 
motion of the holy Spirit, and: Inſpi- 
ration of God) . had given Command- 
ments unto the Apoſtles. AQts x0. 38. 
God anointed Feſws of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghoſt. - 
| 10. Had 


(15) 

»». Had the Lord Chrift been (as 
Trinitarians (peak) God the Sox joyned 
to an humane Nature, he could not 
ave aſcribed his miraculous Works to 
'the Holy Ghoſt, or tothe Father, dwel- 
ling in htm; but to the Son dwelling 
in him an4uanited to him. Afurth: 12. 


28. I caſt on: Devils by the Spirit of 


God. John 14.10. The Father" that 
Jdntlleth in'we, he doeth the W —_ 9 
. JO. TI 'can ao nothin my . ſelf. 
88.5, 22, Teſme of Nemrich, «a Man 
«pproved.of God ameng you, by Miracles, 
nd Wonners, and Signs, which God-dil 
by him in the midſt y, You. 
11. 'Had our Lord been more than a 
Man, the Prophecies of the Old 'Teſta- 
ment 1n which he is promiſed, would 


not deſcribe him barely as the Seed of 
the Woman; the Seed of Abraham; 


a Prophet ike unto Moſes ; the Servant 
and Mjfhonary'of God,on whom God's 


Ipirit ſhould reſt. Ge. 3. 5. 1 will 
put Enmity between thy Seed and her Seed... 


Her Seed is by all Inteeprerers-under- 


ſtand to be Chriſt, Ge. 22, 18. Is 
| thy: 


-- 


(19) 
thy Seed ſball all the Nations of the Karth 
. Se bleſſed. - This again is univerſall 
. :Interpreted bf Chriſt, Dexz. 18, 18. 
1 will raiſe them up. a Prophet from a: 
 mnong their Brethren, like anto thee ; and 
1 will put my Words into his Mouth. 
This is interpreted of our Lord Chriſt 
19 many Texts of the New Teftament, 
as John 1.45. and Afﬀs 3. 22. . and 
Aﬀs 7.37. Iſai. 41. 1. Behold my Ser- 
vant whom I uphold, mine Ele& inwhon 
my Soul delighteth, Twill put my Spirit 
pon him; and he ſhall bring forth Fudg- 
ment to the Gentiles. This is interprets 
ed of Chriſt, .Matth. 12. 17,18; 
Now that the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit 
is_only the ' Power and Inſpiration of 
God, at leaſt is not himſelf God, they 
hold is aſcertairied by theſe Confidera-» 
tions, | 
- 1, The Holy Ghoſt or Spirit,and the 
Pewer of God, are ſpoken of, as one 
apd-the ſame thing. _ 1 Cor. 2. 4, 5., 


preaching was not with wr rs 


of Mans Wiſdom, but in demonſtration 
of the Spirit and of Power ; that 
Fark 


(17) : 
Faith ſhould not ſtand in the Wiſdom | 
Men, =_ the new of God. Oe 
I. 35: The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon 
thee (Bleſſed Mary) and the Power of 
the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee; Luke 
I1, 20. I with the Finger of God (that 
is, -by the Power of God, Exod. 8.19.) 
caff out Devils. Mar. 12: 28. I caft out 
Devils by the Spirit of -God. Compare 
alſo Luke 24. 49. with As 1. 4,5, 0. - 
2. 'A manifeſt Diftinftion is made, 
as between God and- Chriſt, ſo alſo be- 
tween God and the Holy Spirit, of 
Powerand Inſpiration of God ; fo that 
*cis impoſſible the Spirit ſhould be God 
himſelf. Rom: 5.5. The Love of God 
i ſbed abroad in your Hearts, by the Eb- 
Ghoſt which is given” to w. 1 Cor. 3. 
16. The Grace (or Favour) of our Lord 


| Jeſws Chriſt, the Love. of God, and the 
. Communion f the Holy Ghoſt be with 


ou. Rom. 8. 27. He (the Spirit, v. 


| 26.) maketh Interceſſios for the Saints, 
' according 


to the Will of God. 

note here, that God's Spirit or Infpira- 

tion (being deſigned to be a continual 
5 


Dt- 


(.18) 
1 Dice and Guide to be Faithfuly jt 
15 ſpoken | of, in theſe and ſame other 
Texts, as a Perſon ; ; by the ſame Figure 
of Spec «ch that Charity | is deſcribed as a 
Em, x Cor. 13. 4, 5. and Wiſdom, 
Prov.9.11. and the Law or Command- 
mens of God, Pſal. 119 24. They 
note al{o that in fome Texts tis called 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Holy Spar Ly 
the ſame ſenſe that we comm! ly ſlay 
the Holy Wiſdom, Holy Will of lot od 

7 The Spirit is obtained for us of 
Gol by our Prayers ; Cen it ſelf 
is nab God. AZs 15. 8. God which 
knoweth the Hearts, bare them witne(s ; 
giving them the Holy Spixit as he did to 
Us. Luke 11.13. How much more. (f 
your Heavenly Father. give the Holy I 
rit. t0.. thew that ack vim, It we lay 


eſe "js are to.be und Ig (0 
the, cp of the Holy Ga but 


ID his Gifts $ils 900 (9 fs. v1 EC. epi 
ie þ ut th ey ay 
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rp, 


him» * 


races WOu ould be "honey by 
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(19) ; 
bimſelf; and ' asked of himſelf, nor 
beſtowed - by , and" a$ked: of another 
Perſon. as 'tis manifeſt (and-by*all 
confeſſed) they are in theſe Texts. 
They add, there is neither Precept nor 
_ in all Holy Scriptare, of Pray- 
er made to the Spirit, on this or afiy 
other occaſion : which: (on the Trin1- 
tarian Suppolition)) that the Holy Spi- 
rit is a Perſon and God; no leſs than 
the Father, is very ſurprizing, nay ut- 
terly unaccountable. | 

4. If the Holy Spirit, and our Lord 
Chriſt, ate Gods or God, no lefs than 
the Father; then God is a Trinity vb 
Perſons, or three Perfons : but this\ is 
contrery tothe whole Scripture, which 
ue God as but one Perſon 3 and 
peaks of him and to him by-fingular 
Pronouns,fuch as 1, Thew, Me, Him, &c. 
Job 13.7. Will jt ſpeak wendy 

? oa. Will ye attept his. Pefſon ? 
Heb.t.t. God <—harh ia theſe laſt times 


ſpoken to s by hit Son, —who being the 


Brightxeſs of his Glory, and.the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, {at town af the 
B 2 right 


6.20 ) 
right Hand of the Majeſty on. hiph. 
Deut. 6. 4, 5. Hear, O Hrael, the Lord 
our God is one Lord; and thou 
the Lord thy God with all thine Heart. 
In the Hebrew thus, O 1/rael, hearken 
Oo Jehovah our God : Fehovgh « one, 
and thou ſhalt love Fehovah thy God 
with all thine. Heart. The Jews by a 
moſt 'ancient Tradition and Cuſtom, 
are obliged to repeat this Verſe every 
Morning and Evening, to keep it in 
0 yon Memory, that Jehovah, or 
is one only, not two or three. 

Ifa. 45. 5. 1 am the Lord, —there 
no God but Me. Pal. 102. 25. O my 
- God, — of old haſt thou laid the Founda- 
tion of the Earth, Matth, 4.10. —the 
Lord thy God, him only ſþalt thok ſerve. 
Nol = Ay (ay the Socinians) can be 
given in any Langnopoc of three Perſons, 
a hodves ſpoke of themſelves, or were 
ſfpoken'to, by the ſingular Pronours, 7, 
Thow, Me, Him, Thee, 8c. Such peak 
ing is contrary to Cuſtom, Grammar, 
and Senſe,” which are the Laws of 
Speech : therefore the Holy > 


ſhalt love | 


(21) 
always ſpeaking thus of God, either. 
he isoly one rn ; -orthe Scri 

are one continued ungrammatical Solce- 
ciſm and Impropriety, 'and that in the 
capital Article of Faith, which no rea- 
ſonable or good Man tan or eyer'will 
allow. For it no way helps the Trini- 
tarians, that God atihnd ing to ſome 
Tranſlations) ſays at” Ger. 1. 26, 'Let 
Us make Man. Becauſe nothing is fo 
uſual in common Speech, as for {ing 


Perſons to ſpeak of themſelves, indiffe- 


rently by fingular or plural Pronouns ; 
thus 2 Cor. 10. 2. 1 think to be bold «- 
geinft ſome, who think of Vs, (faith 


Paz{of himſelf only) as if We walked 


according to the Fleſh. Briefly, they 
chnanes that when God ſpeaks of. hitn- 
elf in the plural Number, or by plu; 
ral Pronouns, ( which yet fore ay 
he ever does; and if he doth, *tis not 
| ABLAL aha whole Scrip= 

| ture) he ſpeaks according to the Cu- 
| fſiomof ſingleFerſons, eſpecially Prin- 
ces and great Perſons, in all Nations 


and Languages : but were Almighty 
” B 3 God 


C2fe ) 
Gab whe, Fernhe: they; could aaver 
(Dee emelyes, or he. en to, 
ap. TIE Fanguas, :; 1, Thou, 
Th From, Me-; $6 tis contrary; + 
"OE ANN SP Grammasy,(wiuch igalways- 
tobe obſerved, .yhen a is.no Cu» 
ſtom to the.comary,).but to the. Cuſtom 
of all, Natiogs. which. underſtand. to 
pax intelligibly an d ſenſibly, 
5.. Had the Son, or Holy Ghoſh, been: 
this would -nat have been-omitted 
10 God, Apoſtles.Creed. This. Creed 
Gy, Shy) whieh, is of next,, it not. 
aual Autharity..to any part. of Holy 
Say after. having declared that 
Godj is. the, Father Almighty, and Mas: 
kerof Heaven and: Earth ; ſpeaks nat. 
a Word of. the 5 Goghead of the Son, or 
Holy Ghoſt. It deſcribes the Son by all, 
Ky. ry An by Dickens 
195 Volt hy wascqnceived or begatten-/ 
econ ly. | ns another; oe | 
Fe was. born darbuc Jat;- 
hg; =. , died, aud wasburied 
tab, he roſe ,on 'the third di and 
ended. into. Heaven: all th = Wo 


"Peſerip-" 


(23) 
Deferiptions of a' Man :' for:God can- 
not-be conceived, or be bor; or die, 
no nor aſcend into: Heaven, for he is al- 
ays. there; Nor content to' take no 
2:chat he is God, this Creed di- 
hoguiſhes him very plainl yfrom God, 
(thkris; denres him to be God) by ad. 
ding j» He fits atcthe right Hand of God 
i.e He is advanced-to be next to-God, 
ad is under the:immediate afid parti- 
culayProfceQion-of God. Cy 
the! bloly- Gholf, - this Creed fays no 
hightr:chingchan,it ſays of rtteChurch, 
I believe i» the Holy Ghoſt, andi3 the 
Felt Gathblick' Chyrch. For'1h the 
Gidskyithe ſame: Prepofitton-i, is bes: 
—_—_ —_ and fo yen) _ oy 
C cate St. Cy} fo 
ad Numiwdi and Serateolift 
yo: 261) (If che C pilers of this 
Greed hadbelieved; thar eicher theSon” 
orSpiriv:is'God 316is unaccountalile that? 
they ſhoald take'ho notice Hf: 3 id 2 
Greel»and fuch-a 'Creed ene | 
pep poney torepreſent/a ! 
Abrickes of ————_ UF a Sos ' 
1981 B 4 cinian 
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cinian (fay they) were to draw up a 
Confeſſion of his Faith, he would do it 
in noother Words,buttheſeof the Apo- 
ſtes; and on the contrary, no Tri:i- 
tarianafter having deſcribed the Father, 
by all tbe uſual CharaQters of God, 
(ſaying, ' he is God, Almighty, and Ma- 


ker of Heaven and Earth) would fail - 


to mention the Divinity of the Son and 
Holy Spirit ; whence- we mnt needs 
infer, that the Apoſtles-believed as the 
Socintans, not as the Trinitarians. be- 
lieve concerning God, Chriſt, and the 
Holy Spirit. '\ 
6. To-conclude ; 'Theirs (rey lay) 
js an accountable and a reaſonable 
Faith ; but that of the Trinitaridus 1s 
abſurd, and contrary both to Reaſon 


and t0,it felf, and therefore notanly. 


falſe,but impoſſible. For. you (ſay they 
teach, /there are three almighty, and 
moſt wiſe Perſons, and yer but: one 
God; 4s if every Almighty and | meſt 


wiſe Perſon were not a God, and icon- - 


ſequently three ſuch Perſons, , thiree 
Gods. You add yet more abſurdly, that 


there 
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there are three Perſons who are feve- 
rally and each of them true Goa, and yet 
there is but one true God * This'1s an 
Erfor in counting or numbring ; which 
when ſtood in, 1s of all ochers the moſt 
brutal and inexcuſable ;. and not to dif- 
cern it, is not to-be a Man. But we 
would not (fay they) trouble our ſelves 
at the non-ſenſe of this-DoQtrine, if it 
did not impoſe falſe Gods on us; by 
advancing two to be Gods, who ate . 
! not ſo: and rob alſo the one true God - . 
| of the: Honour due to him, and of .. 
which he is jealous. >. 
! This, Sir, isthe Dorine of the Ui 
! tariani,morecommonty by otherscalPd - 
! Sotiniaxs, concerning Almighty God ;* | 
1 and: theſe their Arguments; which I 
1 haveſorelated as not to-judg or rail of 
| their Perfons, becauſe however learn- 
ed and reaſonable Men ' (which is their 
# CharaQter among their worſt Adverſa- 
| ries) may be argued out of their Er- 
1 rors, - yet" few will be ſwagger'd* or 
j} chode out of them. - It remains, that 
I - make  a- brief- and fair "mare 
| ® 


| (-26 ) 
of their Hiftory ; from the time that 
they have been taken notice. of in the 
World. - 

They whom we call Socinians, wete 
by the Fathers and firft Ages.of Chr 
ſtianity called Nazarens ; by which 
name St. Paul is acculed before Felix, 
Ads 24. 5. They were alſo. in'thoſe 
ficſt ;times called Ebionites; Mineans, 
Artemoxites, Theodotians, Syminachians, 
Pauliniſts, Samoſatenians, Photinians, 
and Monarchians. - The Writings -of 
theſe Ancients are all loſt, being de- 
ſtroyed by the Arians and Catholicks :: 
Notwithſtanding. they had-:(I fitid ) 
ſorne- very conliderable Men. among: 
them ; as; I. Theodotian, who: tranſlas 
ted the, Old Teftament- out:of the He--. 
brew into Greek, - about: the. Year of 
our. Lord. 1524;' 2: SyAmartan, who- 

1bl ſhed! another. Tranſlagion: from: 

the: Hebrew alla; into Greek. 1 thi? 

Year 193- Euſebiws- allures' us,1 both 

theſe were- Ebipnites Or Neezarons;wand : 

their 'Tran(lationsw ere-greatly-efteems« 

ed,. andimuch-ufſed-in the Greek Ghur- 
ches. 


(27) 
, | ches. 3. Paviav of Samoſatum,Biſhopand 
; | Patriarch of Ax#ioch; a Man notonly 
learned and ,cloquent, but ſo much  e+ 
> | ſteemed in: that Capital City of the 
. | Ea#, that an Epiſcopal Council there 
4 aſſembled, were. not of ſufficient Au- 
, {\thoxity with his Citizens, tocaſt him 
| out of St. Peter's Chair. 4. Photinas 
; | Biſhop.of Sirmivm, againſt whom 0- 
> | thes Biſhops being by Imperial Aucho- . 
; | rity aſlembled, proceeded by Concilia+ 
f [ry Ads and Cenſures of the Church ; 
.- | but neither would his; City part with 
:- | him mill: the Emperour ſent an Army 
) jro expel him. 
T. Exſebius (Hiſt. 1.5.c. 28.) and The- 
x [odoyet (Her. Fab. 1:2. c.de Artem::) lay, 
»... {that theſe Nazgrens conſtantly: affirm- 
FF IJ<d,. chat they desived: theiv Dofrine 
o- fromthe Apoſtles. of. our Lond ; and | 
1: {that-it was the general DoQrine of the-- 
ie Church, till the Popes, YVi#or and! Ze- ; 
hi | pheriny ſet themſelves to rootit up. Yi». 
d:; | For: (lay the Socinians) began to pers : 
1s [ectte the Apoſtolick DoQrine of. one: 
r= { | God,. or (what jsthe ſame): that God. 


GS. nit IS 
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18 one, in the Year-194 ; but with Jit- 
tle Succeſs, till that which was after- 


wards' the Doctrine of (the Arians 


grew into general Gredit and Accep- 
ance. For Tuſtin Martyr, 'Origen, and 


other principal Fathers teaching (as 
the Arians afterwards did) - that-*#he + 


Father is indeed before the Son: and 
Holy Spirit, i. Time, +» Dignity, and 
in Power, yet that the Word, -or Son, 
who. in the fulneſs' of: time took'our 
nzture on'him, was generated Or Creas 
ted ſome time: before the World, and 
was the Father's Servant and- Mini- 
ſter in making the World ; and that 
the Holy Ghoft was the Creature of 


the' Son, :and ſubſervient to- him tn * 


making all things : this DoQtrine being 
advanced by Juſtin, Origeh, and others 


'of note im the Church; and ſeeming * 


more for the Honour of the Son, than 


the, plain. and ſimple Dodrine - of 'the 
" Nazareps, by. the Help of Perſecation' 


prevailed againſt theirs; and became 
the: more" current DoEtrine of * the 
Church, 'till in the Council of Niesi 

| was 
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| in a few Cities of Tranſilvania, and 
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was condemned,-and another more popu- 
lar (and fo more taking) than that 
(as attributing to the Son, Eternity, 
and Equality with -the Father) did 
generally obtain, - being ſupported by 
Imperial- Authority. But did Super- 
ſition (ſay the Socinians) ſtop! here ? 
No, for there ſhortly aroſe another Do- 
trine, that the- Son and Holy Spirit 
are the ſame God with the Father, 
not only (as the Nicene Fathers ex- 
plained this matter) by Unity of Wills, 
and ſpecifical Identity or ſameneſs of 
Subſtance, but by numerical or true 
Identity and ſameneſs of Subſtance 
and Nature. This laft has been eſta- 
bliſh'd by ſo many terrible penal Laws, 
partly obtained of the Roman Empe- 
rours by Cartholick Biſhops ; partly 
made by Popes in the times of their 
Omnipotence ; that now not only the 
Nazaren Faith, but the Arian and the 
Nicene (truly fa called) are no where 
openly profeſt in the Territories of 
Chriſtian Princes and States ; except 


ſome 
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ſome Churches of the United Nether- 
lands,. in which Countries Liberty-of 
Conſcience makes a part of their Civil 
Rights and Franchiſes. But m the 
Turkiſh and other Mahometan and 
Pagan Dominions, where alſo the con- 
quered Provinces of Chriftians have 


E, Liberty of Conſtience, the Nazaren 


and Arian Churches are very nume- 
rous.* Much of the new Conquelſts of 
his preſent Imperial Majeſty, 1n Hun- 
garia, Sclavonia, and Ilhricum, are A- 
FAR. 

But though the open and avowed 
Profeſſion of the Unity of God (as 'tis 
—_ by the Nazarens, Or Socinians, 
and by the Arians) be ſuppreſt ; yet 
'tis obſerved that not a few of the moſt 
learned and celebrated Writers of the 
Church, whether Catholick or Refor- 
med, have certainly been- either 4y;- 
4ns Or Sorinians, or great Favourers of 
chem ; though they have uſed much 


Caution in ſo expreſſing themſelves, | 


as not to lye too open to Exception, 
Envy, or a legal Profecution. | 
1. D. 
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1, D, Ereſms, the reſtorer of Learn- 
ing, hath given occaſion both to his 
Friends and Enemies to think.him an 
Arien. He laith, that Phil. 2.6. was 
the principal Argument of the Fathers 
againſt the Ariazs; but that to ſay 
true, it proves nothing againſt them. 
He notes on Eph. 5. 5. that the word 
God being «ſed abſolutely, doth in the 
Apoſtolick Writings always fignifie 
the Father. In his Scholza on the third 
Tome of St. Ferom's Epiſtles, he de- 
nies that the Ariazs were Hereticks ; 
he adds, farther, that they were ſupe- 
rior to our Men in Learning and Elo- 
quence. *Tis believed, Eraſmws did 
aot make himſelf a party to that which 
he eſteemed the ignorant anddull fide 
of 'the Queition. In his Epiſtle to Bi- 
likaldws, he ſpeaks as openly as the 
nes. would permit a wiſe Man to 
{peak, I (faith' Eraſmus) could be of 
the Aria: Perſwafion, if the Church 
approved it. | 

2. H. Grotixe is Socinian alt over. 
This great Man ia his younger Years 


ate 
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attacked the' Socinians in a principal 
Article of their DoQrine : But being 
anſwered by F. Crellizs, he not only ne- 
ver replied, but thank'd Crell;us for his 

Anſwer ; and- afterwards publiſhing 
ſome Annotations on the Bible,he inter- 
preted the whole according to the mind 
of the Sociniaxns. Thete 1s nothing in 
all his Annotations, which they do not 
approve and applaud. His Annotati- 
ons are a compleat Syſtem of Socinia- 
niſm, not excepting his Notes on Jobs 
T. 1, &c. which are written ſo artifici- 
ally, and interwove with ſo many dif- 
ferent Quotations, that he, has cover'd 
himſelf, and his ſenſe of that Portion of 
Scripture,from ſuch as do not read him 
carefully. 


2. D. Petavim,the moſt Learned of | 


the Jeſuits, has granted that rall 
the Pochen whe toad belbrotks N f 
cene Council, and wliofe Writings are 
preſerved, agreed in their ine 
concerning God with the Nazarens or 
Socintans, and concerning the Son our 
Lord:Chrift, and the Holy Spirit w_ 
rene 


. 
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the Arias. For *tis to be noted that 


the Ariays and Sacinians agree in their 


Doarine cancer + that be is 
only one Perſon, 


concerning the Son and Haly. Bees 
The Son, according t0 the Arians, was 
cenciaie] or created ſome time before 
the World, ard in proceſs of tine, for 
great and neceſſary cauſes, became in- 
carnate in our N: atute.: The Holy 
Ghoſt (they ſay ) is the Creature af 
the Son, .an GibErvicat to hitn ia the 
Work of Creation. Bur the Socixs 
- «Gen, that rhe Son our Lord Chr 
Exiſtence before he was bora 
of of Meta 7, being conceived .ig 
her by the h oly Spirit of God: They 
fay, the Spirit is the Power and Inſpi- 
tation of God, faving that Mr. Bidlz, 
and thoſe that follow him; take the 


| Holy Spirit to be a Perſon, chiefof the. 


Heavenly Spirits, pritge Minifter of 
God and Chriſt, a. therefore called 


; 4 Spirit by way of excellence ; and 


ly Spirit, to diſcriminate him 
C from 
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From Satan, Prince and Chief of the F 
wicked and Apoſltate Spirits. This |: 


difference notwithftanding , becauſe 


they agree-in the principal Article, ' 


that there is but oze God,or but onewho 
15 God, both parties (Socinians and 
Arians) are called Unitarians, and 
eſteem of one another as Chriſtians 


and true Believers, as may be ſeen 0n |} 
'thEpartof the Arians in their Hiſtorian | 
Chr. Sandius ; (Hiſt. Eccl. 1. 1. &. de } 
Paul. Semoſat.Y and for the Socinians | 


1n the Diſputation of A4/bs. But to re- 
turn to Petaviws, He often affirms, 


"that the DoQtrine of the Trinity, and | 
of the Divinity of the Son and Spirit, ! 
cannot be proved by Scripture only ; ! 
and that thoſe who haveattempted it, | 
have always been baffled. He adds, | 


there is noway to Unity in the Church 


about theſe matters, but by contenting ® 
our ſelves to ſpeak concerning them, as 5 
the Fathers who lived neareſt to the 


Apoſtles time did ſpeak. 


4. S. Epiſcopine, ſo much eſteemed ! 
1h Divines, {cems.to have | 


by our Eng 


been 
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been an Arie. ' He: faith, the Father 
is {o firſt, as to be firſt in order (5. e. 
time) in Dignity and in Power. He 
faith, that to make three equal Per- 
fons -jin God or in the Godhead, is to 
make three Gods, He denies, that 
the Lord Chrift is the Son of GoC by 
{ubftantial Generation, that is, by Ge- 


eration from: the Father's SuBftance 


or Eſſence. Speaking . of the Creeds 
that expreſs the Catholick DoQtine of 
the Trinity, and the Divinity of the 
Son and Spirit, he faith, that Biſhops 
in'general Councils þeing led by Fury, 
Faction, and Madneſs, did not fo fnuch 
compoſe as huddle up-,Creeds -for the 
Church : . See for theſe "things Epi/c. 
Inft. Theol. |. 4. C. 32, 33, 34- 

. 5: C. Sandius, a Gentleman. of pro- 
digious Induſtry-and Reading; and no 


* leis ingenious then learned, in all his 
+ Bygaks refuſes i» Words to be called ei- 

' ther ; Arian of Socinian; but has writ- 

; trenan Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory in Quarto, 

with Addenda to 'tt Golonie 1678, on 

purpoſe to prove ns al Antiquity 
bf 2 


\ 1. 
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was Arian; and that the Unitarian 
 Doftrine has been reduced fo low by 
the Perfecutions of Rome, and the pu- 


ifant Arms of Charles the Great, and - 


other Kings of France, for which Servi- 
ces they have been requited by the 
Roman Pontiff, with the Titles: of 
Mo# C — ae Kings, and Elde# Soxs 
of the Church. He has alſo (under 
the borrowed Name of Cingallme) writ- 
ten a ſmall Treatiſe with this Titte, 
Soripturs Trinitatis Revelatrix ; here 
under pretence of aſſerting the Trini- 
PL he has (as much as he could) de- 
cated all che ftrengths of the Catholick 
Cauſe; and ſhews- that there is-no 
conſiderable Text objeted to the Ayi- 
ans Or Socinians, but 1s -_ upas att 
incompetent and infigni proph, by 
fome or other of the principal Critics 
and Authors, 'who were themſelves 
Trinitarians; fo that umong them they 
have given away the Victory to-their 
Adverts rlaries. 
But, Sir, I perceive I have drawn 
out this account of the Sorinians/ to al- 
ready 
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E ready a ſufficient length for a Letter 5 


I will therefore conclude with a Paſſage 
out of Dr. Burxer's ſecond Book of the 
Hiſtory of the Reformation abridged, 
George van Parr, a Dutch Man, refu- 
ſed to abjure ; ſo he was burnt in the 
year-1549, (by virtue of a Law or Writ 
ſince aboliſhed by AfF of Parliament) for 
affirming, that only the Father is God, 
and denying the Divinity of the Son 
our Lord Chriſt. He had led a very 
exemplary Life, for Faſting, Devotion 
and a good Converſation ; and ſuffered 
with extraordinary Compoſegdneſs of 
Mind. Theſe things caſt a great Ble- 
miſh on the Reformers : It was faid, 
they only condemned Cruelty, when 
ated on themſelves ; but were ready 
to praGiſe it when they had Power, 
The Papiſfts made great uſe of this in 
the next (Queen Mary's) Reign; and 
what Arch-Biſhop Crezmer and Biſho 
Ridly ( Authors of Van Parrs Puniſh 
ment) ſuffered in her time, was thought 
a juſt Retaliation on them by that wile 
C3 | Pro» 


Cz) 
Providence, which _—_— all things 
juſtly to all Men. us far Dr. Bur- 
wet. 


STR, '* 
I am moſt ſincerely 
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Second Letter 
TO A 


FRIEND. 


Concerning the 


UNITARIANS, 


Called alſo 


SOCINIANS. 


Containing the Texts objeQed to 
them out of the Old Teſtament, | | 
and their Anſwers. 


—_—— — 


” 


Atts 24+ 14. After the way which they call 
Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, 
believing all things that are written in the 


Law and the Prophets. 


Gr_—_ 


—— — 


{ Printed in the Year 1687. 
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A Second Letter, - 


Concerning the Unitarians; 
 vulgarly called Socinians. 


HE Texts and Arguments from 
them; objx&ed to theiDoftrine 
Jt of —— — | 
genQr 209, are 16 $Y! 
*tis impoſſible 40 'grve 2 lethining: 
count 'of what they anſwer to the.Qri 
thadox, ix s Letier ; their Adfwers 
would -indeed require a Volame.': Yet 
| I wanld.notwholly:.di | 
your Ex ions: and De 3 
will as ſeveral Eetters lay: before you 
£ part'of what rhey co the 
Et: and Arguments takeg;fros = 
0 
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Old Teſtament ; what to thoſe that 


are found in the Goſpels and AQs ( 


Pay 
»15, 


what to thoſe out of the Epiſtles and 


as 


4 


Revelation. "A 


- 


The Texts objeted to them out of F 


the Old Teſtament, are of two ſorts. - 
1. Thoſe which ſingly and alone prove 
the Trinity, or he Djvinr of the Son 


or Spirit. . 2. Thoſe which perhaps 7 


would- not, -if alone confidered,' prove 

the Orthodox DoGtrine ; but do. it 

ſufficiently when compared with, and 
interpreted by ſome Texts of the New 

Seſftament: I wilt- propound'  bgth 
theſe in the order of Scripture. :; 

- 1: Ger.1. 26. Let Vs make Man in 
oar._ [mage.'': Anſw. (1.) This Text 
hath-been \confidered in the foregoing 
Letter; © ((2.) But *tis to be alſo far- 
ther obſerved, that ſome Rabbies ren- 
der the::Qriginal Hebrew 'thus, 'Ler 
Man be wade in our Image. Meaning 
(fay they): in the. Likeneſs of God and 
Angels : for he ſpeaketh to the Angels | 
who were: all preſent : Job. 38. 457. | 
+ Yet God:ſpeaketh to them;. not as Ad- 
| jurants, 
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jutants, but as SpeQators of his Work. 
They note, that this Tranſlation agre- 
eth "ich the tile uſed all along in this 
chapter ; wer. 3. Let there be Light. 
ver. 6. Let rhere be a Firmament. -ver. 
20. Letthe Waters bring forth. ver. 
24. Let the Earth bring forth the eng 
Creature. - 

2, Gen. 3.22. God ſaid, The Man 
is becomit'as one of Us, to kuow Good and 
Evil. Anſw. (1.) It may be (andis 
by-very-many-learned Men) faid, that 
God feakerk here. to the . Angels. 
(2,) Bt others tranſlate the Hebrew 
words thus,. the Man's become one 
of himſelf,” knowing\ Good and. Evil. 
And thus alfo 'tis expreſſed in the Chak 
dee Tranflation by Onkeloy. 

3. Gen. 11. 6, 7. The\Lord ſaid, 
Let Vs go down, and there confound thtir 
Language. 'Anſw,/ (1.) It is faidby 
ſome, that God ſpeaketh here' to the 
Angels, 'and' the Miniſters and Execu- 
tors of | his Decree. (2.) Others ſay; 


| y their Language be confounded (for 


the/Hebrew  may'be rendred) is ar 
| Hebrew 


| ( 44) 
Hebrew Phraſe, ſignifying, I will con- | 
found their Language. For ſo he faith, © 
Gey, 1, 3,6, 20, 24, 26. Let there be | 
Light. Let there be a Firmument. Let | 
the Waters, Let the Earth bring farth. © 


Let Man be wade; that is, I willmete | 


Light ; I will make a Firmaniens, 1 will | 
cauſe the Waters and Earth g0- bring | 
farth; I will make Man, Note that 
God is {aid to go dows, becauſe his Pow» 
er accompanied his Angels; who werg 
either Miniſters, or SpeQtators of his 
miraculous Work. FF 
4" Gen. 19. 24. The Lord, (Heb. Fe- 
heveh) rained Fire from the Lord (Heb, 
choveh) out of: Heaven, Any The, 
ran{lation of Seb. Caftalzo ts generals 
ly approved, by. the moſÞvlcarned Cri- 
x, \as agrecing to the: Genius and 
manner. of the Hebrew Tongue, he 
readers the original Words thus, Fels-. 
wi rained Fire frove himſelf worm Hea» 
ven. But ſee alſo what they fay on 
XZecb.:3..2, 2 place parallel tothis. 
- 8.) a: Sar 23-2, 3. The Spirit of Ged | 
fake by me,—the Gor of Uracl ſaid, Anſw.' | 


he {' 
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9- 3 The Spitit of God,. that is; the Infpiv 
1, | ration of God; 9. d. God inſpired, and 
be | fpakebyme. 
* 6. P/al.2.7, Thou att my Son, this day 
» 3} have 1 beootten thee, Aniſw. Paal 
* hath taught us that this Text /o far 
* forth as it reſpeterh Chrift, and iss Pro» 
{ phecy of him, and what God would do 
for tim, was not intended of his (ſup- 
poſed) eternal Generation from the 
Effence of the Father or God ; but of 
tus being beg##ten to Life again from the 
dead. Aets 13; 34. God hath fulfilted 
rhe ſame, —in that he raiſed np Jeſne 
from the dead; at it is writew in the ſes 
cond Pſalm, Thou art my Sow, this day 
heave I begotten thee, Col. 1. 18. The 
Head of the "Body the Charch,” the firſt 
bory from the dead. 
- 5. Pſal. 45.6, 7: Thy Throne;O 
& for ever and ever, -—thos haft lyord 
Righteouſneſs, ——therefore thyGod bath 
anvinted thee with the Ofl of Glaimeſs 
above thy Fellows, Thelt Words are 
interpreted of Chrift by 'the Author 
 # to the Hebrews; #1. 8,9. Unto 


the 


% 
* 


(46 ) ; 


the Son, he ſeith, Thy Throne, O Gods | 


is for ever, &c, Anſw. In the Hebrew 
and iri the Greek *tis, God i thy Throne 
{. e. thy Seat, reſting-place; or Eiſta- 
blifſhment) for ever. | 

- 8. Pſal.68, 18.-Thos haft aſcended on 
high, thou haſt ted Captivity captive, thou 
ha#t received Gifts for Men; or (as 'tis 
in the Syriac, and Eph. 4.8:) haſt gi- 


ver Gifts to Men. Theſe Words ma- 7 
nifeftly ſpoken -of God, are interpret- | 
ed of Chriſt ; Eph. 4.8, 9,11, Where- | 
forh he ſaith, when he aſcended up On | 


bigh, he led Captivity captive, and gave 
Gifts to Men, ( Now that he aſcended, 


what is it, but that he alſo. deſcended | 


fir#t into the lower parts of the Earth? | 


He that deſcended, is tht ſame alſo 


that aſcended up far above all Heavens, | 


that he might fill all things) And he 
gave ſome Apoſtles ; ſome Prophets ; and 
ſome Evangeliſts, &c. Anſw.(1.) Thoſe 
Words, deſcended firſt into the lower 


parts of the Earth; are to be under- } 
ſtood of our Lord's deſcent into- the | 
Grave and Hell, from whence he a- 3 


rols } 
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7 roſe andafierwards aſcended into Hea- 


ven. *'(2.) Theſe Words, aſcended far 
above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
things, had been better readred, thar 
he might fulfil all things, namely all 


* 'the Paophecies of himſelf and others 


concerning his Death and Deſcent into 
the Grave 'and Hell, and his Aſcenſi- 


| .on into the higheſt Heavens ; far above 


all the viſible Heavens, all the Heavens 


.and Orbs in which the Sun and Stars 


move. (3.) Thou haſt aſcended, —and 


; given Gifts to Men; are in the Pſalm 


litterally meant of God ; and of Chrift 
only by way of Prophecy, or rather of 
Emblem and Accommodation. And that 
Pasl in the Epheſians intended no more 
than an Accommazation (or, as Grotius 
ſpeaks, a myſtical or allegorical Inter- 
pretation) of the words in the Pſalm, 
is evident by the Gifts he mention- 
eth : He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Pro- 
Jt; pores Evangeliſts ; that is, he ad- 
vanced ſome to be Apoſtles,others tobe 
Prophets and Evangeliſts, in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. Theſe Gifts not being 
given 
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iven or received till about one thou- | 
ſand Years after David's time, Paul | 
could not poſſibly intend a liceral Tn- $8 
terpretation of David's Words; but.an- | 
ly to accommodate them to Chriſt; be- 5 
cauſe Chriſt alſo did aſcend on high, | 
and give Gifts to Men. | To this effe&t 1 
ſpeak - Gratizs, Dr. Patrick, and other | 


famous Interpreters, on this Text.. 


g. Plal.95.9,10. Tour Fathers tewpted | 


me ; forty years beg T erieved with | 


this Generation. Theſe words Tpoken 


. 


by and of God, are interpreted of the | 
Holy G olt, Heb, 3- 7, 9, 10. As ſaith | 
the Holy Gho#, your Fathers _ 


me, &c, Anſw. As ſaith the Holy 
- Ghoſt, that is, As faith the Holy Spirit 


or Infpiration of God by the Mouth of | 
the Prophet David. So Eftius, Piſce- | 
tor, Capellus, Grotius, &c. Note that | 


in the Pſalmiſt's words there is an E- 
nallage of the Perlon, (frequeat inthe 
Hebrew, and þs pos ia the Pſalms) 
—_— " Worki | wy 

IO, . 07:7: ip hins all 
Gods ; or, all ye Angels. 11 


ſe words, '| 


” A WW Du 


Þ laid the Foundation "of the Earth, &c, 
k D 
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thbagh ſpoken of God, are interpreted 
. of Sj Heb. .6. Again, whew he 
 bringeth the firſt-begotten into the World, 
he ſaith, And let all the Angels of God 
worſhip him. Anſw. In the Greek'*tis, - 
When he bringeth again the firſt-begot- 
ten into the World, (that is, when he 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead, who is 
his firſt-begotten from the dead) he 
commanaeth, let even all the Atgels of 
God worſhip him: *"Tis uncertain 
whether St. Paul had any reſpett to the 
Words in the Pſalm ; -but-if he had, he 
doth not quote the Words of the Pſal- 
miſt, as if they were ſpoken of Chritt : 
but only declareth the Decree of God 
(known tohim by the Spirit) for ſub- 
jeQting the Angels to Chriſt, in the 
ſame words that the Pſalmiſt had uſed 


y on another occaſion ; becauſe they are 


words moſt proper to expreſs that De- 
cree, for the Writers of the New 
Teſtament generally. affe&t to. ſpeak in 
Scripture Language. 
11. Pal. 102.25. Of old haſt thes 


This 


| ( 689 ) 
This {ſeems applied to Cliriſt,' Feb.” 1. 
19;'11, I8,.13, And thon, Lord, in the 
Beginning baſt laid the Foundet ion of the 
_ Earth; ——but'\to'which of the Angels 
{aid he at any*timt; 'Sit on my'right 
. Hand? Anſw.. : Thomas Aquizas: hath 
rightlyacknowledgtd, that the Words 
of- horh theſe Ttxts:may be uoderftood 
.of 'God: only, not of Chrift.'.: The 
Context of the -Hebrews \kath - this 
ſenſe, And thous Lord (that:is; andin 
ahother Text; of itht\ Pſalms ris: faid, 
Thoy;iLord. So :£ftins, Cantrarine, 
Grotith) haft laid /the Foundation of 'the 
Earth } But to which: of the: Amgets 
{aid be;: (3, 8 lard (thee Foundet. 'of the 
Eatth,:&c.) fit on! my right »Hend? as 
he Jazth ta ChriſtatiPfal..120: x27: Bor 
though iP/4. 116.4: - 1s literally: de- 
figned 'of Davil,: (yet. you 'Hebrews 
knowing: that Davrd was a'(T'ype- of 
Chriſt, di alſo apply #he Wordsithere, 
ſs an my right Hand unto the Meſlais.o 

Tit, Us F113 2508") 0» 
12." Pal. 116: 1,-The Lord faid'unto 
my Loyd, Sit on my right Hend, wutil I 


make 


< KL = I 


Lg a Of oy 


(-51-) 
wake. thine Enemies: thy Footſtool. It 
appears jby; Matth.- 22. 43. that the 
Jews underſtood theſe words of David, 
as ſpoken of God and Chriſt: and there- 
fore qur Saviour puts this Queſtion to 
them, how Chriſt could be. David's 
Son, (far they were, it ſhould ſeem, 
commonly taken to be David's Words) 
if he was David's Lord ?. which ean no 
way'be anſwered but by ſaying, he was 
David's. Son according to the Fleſh, 
and David's Lord, as he was 'God, 
Azuſw, Our Saviour's' Words are, Da- 
vid tn:Spirit calleth him Lord, Tayiog, 
The Lord {aid unto my Lord, Sit on my 
" Hand ; _ ” David iz the Spi- 
rit of Prophecy foreſeeing Chriſt, calls 
him his 4 -ur But he callerh- him ſo, 
not becauſe Chriſt is God, (for if that 
were true, himſelf could have made his 
Enemies bis hay. 1 but becauſe not 

only the Spirits of David and all Saints, 

but even Angels are\in Heaven made 

ſubjeQ to Chriſt; and-that as the Re- 

ward of his moſt Holy Life and obſe- 

quious and. acceptable Death, 1 Per. 

' "3 LW 
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3. 22. Phil. 2. 8, 9g. But note that 
when the Pſalmiſt ſays, the Lord ſaid 
unto my Lord, the Lord ſaid isto be un- 
derſtood, he hath' iz decree ſaid ; he 
hath decreed it ſhall be ſo. So Dr. Pa- 
trick in his Paraphraſe on this Text. 
13. Pſal: 110. 3. Thy People ſhall be 
willing in the day of thy Power, in the 
beauty of Holineſs from the womb of the 
Morning, thou haſt the Dew of thy Youth. 
Anſw. "This Text, as *tis in the Eng- 
liſh Tranſlation, is whotly unintell;- 
ble. Seb. Caſtalio has, as he is wont, 
made a probable and elegant ſenſe from 
the Hebrew thus, Thy People (or thy 
Troops) ſball be chearfut; when with ſa- 


cred Majeſty thou goeſt to Battel,thou ſhalt 


have innumerable Touth. The words 
are ſpoken to David. 

14. Pſal. 139. 7. Whither ſball T go 
from thy Spirit ? Aniw. From thy Spt- 
rit, isan Hebrew Phraſe for From thee. 
Like as when *tis {aid of Moſes, Pfal. 
106, 33. They provoked his Spirit ; the 
undoubted meaning is, They provoked 
Him. $So alſo (Eph. 4. 30.) Grieve 

. not 


'C 
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#0t the holy Spirit of God, is an Hebra- 
iſm for Grieve not God. 

I5. Prov. 8. 24. When there were no 
depths, I was brought forth. Aniw. So- 
lomon ſpeaketh here of the Quality or 
Faculty of Wiſdom, by which God 
and Men order their Afﬀairs wiſely. 
That he 'meaneth not (as ſome have 
fancied) the Son, or the Spirit of God, 
appears by the Gender he uſeth : For 
he ſaith, wer. 2. She ftandeth in the top 
of high Places: ver. 3. She crieth at 
the gates : and chap. 7. 4. Say unto Wiſ- 
dom, T hou art my Siſter. | 

16. Prov. 30. 4. Who hath aſcended 
up into Heaven, —who hath eſtabliſhed 
all the Ends of the Earth ? what us his 
Name, and what is his Son's Name? 
Anſw. Dr. S. Patrick interpreteth this 
Verſe thus; Hath any Man aſcended in- 
to Heaven, —who among Men hath ga- 
thered the Wind, or fixed the Earth ; 
what is the Man's Name, or his Sons? © 

17. 1fa.6.1,8, 9. I ſaw the Lord 
ſitting upon a Throne. I heard 
the Voice of the Lord, —gotell this Peo- 


D 3 ple, 
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ple, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand 
not, —{but their Eyes, &c, This Aps 
pearance: of God tis aſcribed to Chriſt, 
John 12.41. Theſe things ſaid Waias, 
when he ſaw his Glory : "the Words, Go 
tell this People, &c. are aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit, A#s 28. 25, 26. ' Well 
ſpake the Holy Ghoſt by Thatas, —G9 
unto this People, &c. Anſw.(1.) The 
Words in St. Johx are tobe underſtood 
not of Chrift, but of God ; for Gad 
ofily is intended in the foregoing Verſe, 
as all confeſs. (2.) - Accordingly the 
beſt Greek Bibles read that Text thus, 
Thefe [things ſaid Waias, when he faw 
God's Glory. (3.) The Texts inthe 
As aſtribeth the Words in the Pro- 
phet to the Holy Spirit, becauſe the 
Viſion and all the Words there menti- 
oned' were a Scene wrought in the 
Prophet's Mind (not exhibrted to his 
outward ſenfes) by the Spirit or Pow- 
er of God. j 
18. Ifa. 7.14. AFirgin ſhall conceive 
41d bare a Son, ani ſhall call his Name 
Immannel. *Tis added, Ma#th. 1.23. 
| 3 which 
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which,being interpreted, is God mith-av) 
Anſw..(1,) Matthew (-as all kriow ) 


wrote his Goſpel in; Hebrew, :, and 


therefore did ngt-interpret the Hebtew 


Name, . no more./ than -thed ;Prqphet 


(whoſe, Words ha-;cited) had done: be« 


fore him. We are:not bound tg ſub- 
{cribe tothe Interpretation of the'Greek 
Tranſlator, being.an obſture. and un- 
known Perſon;.' i Immanuel is by Eraſe 
wu .nterpreted God with him, a Name 
moſt proper for the. Lord Chriſt ; and 
to this Interpretatian of the Name'[m»- 
manuel;>S Peter vety plainly alludes, As 
10. 38, (2.) Adtaitting that Immenzel 


may fhgnify God withus, yet the Child 


alſo who was to be a Sign to King has 


(and whom Groti#z« thinketh to be:the 


Son of the Prophet 1/ziab): was called 
Immanuel by order - from God; And 
there. are Gro Names of this high 
Import and Signitication in'Sctipture. 
Elihg, recorded t Chros. 12. 20. figni- 
fie). He \ 6 my God... Eliatha (menti» 
oned '1, Chron 2544.) 13, Thos art. my 
God.” (3.) Chrift'may well benamed 

ws D 4. Im- 
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TImmaniel, taking it for God with us ; 
as God was moſt 'plentifully with his 
People, by ſending the Lord Chrift 
to be his Ambaſſador and Repreſenta- 
tive, and our Redeemer. Several of 
the. moſt learned Trinitariaus acknow- 
ledg, that no more than - this was 
intended by this Name. 

19. Iſai. 8. 4. He ſball be a Stone 
of. Stumbling, &c. ' This is ſpoken of 
God in the Prophet, and applied to 
Chriſt ; Row. 9. 33. 1 Pet. 2.8. 
Anſw. Neither St. Paul nor- St. Peter 
cite the Words of the Prophet as ſpo- 
ken of Chriſt, but only as in ſome ſenſe 
applicable to him; namely as Chriſt 
alſo- was to many 4 Stone of ſtum- 
bling. MET 0 SF f? | 
20. Ifa.9.6, 7. Unto w 4 Child is 
borts, unto us a Sox is given, — be 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counfeler, The 
mighty God, The everlaſting Father, The 
Prince of | Peace. Of the: Encreafe of 
bis Government and Peate there. ſhall 
be no end; upon the Throne' of Da- 
vid ta arder and eftabliſh it with Tudg- 
6% BERL 7; FI ent 
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* ment and Juſtice, from henceforth and 


for ever. The Zeal of the Lord of 


1 © Hoſts ſhall perform this. Anſw.(1.) This 


cannot be a Prophecy of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe it ſpeaks of a Prince aQtually 
born at that time, Unto us a Child #5 
born, Unto us a Son is given. Iſaiah 
lived above ſeven hundred Years before 
Chriſt. (2.) The Text is indeed to 
be underſtood of Hezekiah, bur is ve- 
ry extravagantly rendred in the En- 


gliſh. In the Hebrew *tis thus, Unto 


15 4 Child is born, unto us a Sox i gives, 
— the wonderful Counſellour, the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father ſhall name 
him the prune Prince ; his Govern- 
ment be multiplied, (i. e. He ſhall 
reign long, even twenty nine Years) 


and he (ſhall have wery great Peace ; he 
ſball fit upon the Throne of David, or- 


dering and eſtabliſhing it with Judgment 
and Juſtice, from henceforth to the end 
of his Life : The Zeal of the Lord of 
Hoſts ſhall perform this : #. #. God's 
Love to his choſen People ſhall make 
good this my Prophecy. * _ | 
- ; ote 
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Note. that. zo exd of Peace, and »o 
end of Riches: are \never.to be ſriftly 
underſtood ya humane Afﬀairs ; but we 
mean 'by th 
Riches, Therefore the Peace of He- 
zekjah being 1n-twenty nine Years in- 
terrypted by only ''one Expedition a- 
a] him; and that alſo in the end, 
unſiicceſsful ; he may be ſaid to have en- 
joyed great Peace, or (ſpeaking hy- 
perbolically, as is the manner of this 
Þrophet) Peace without end. 

21. Ifai. 35.4,5. Tour God will come, 
—then the Eyes of the Blind ſball be 
opened, $&C. W114 

"This feems to be, applied to Chriſt, 
Matth. 11.4, 5. I us anſwered, — Go 
tell John what Ye” dd ſee and hear, the 
Blizd receive their Sight, &c., _Anſw. 
God is ſaid to come to the Jews,. in 
his Atnbaſſadour' and. Meſſenger Jeſus 
Chriſt : 'and becauſe ;» and by him God 
gave Sight to the: Blind, &c..* John 
14.10. The Father that dwelleth 1p. me, 
He doeth the Works... AQts 10. 38.. God 
was with him. es 

ns - * 22, Ilai. 


em, very great 'Peace 'and- 
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22, Tſai. 40-3." The Voice of him that 


) crieth in the Wilderneſs, vg the 


way of the Lord, ——4 high way for our 
God. . Fhis Voice was Joh gapeifs 
Matth. 3. 1, 3. And it was Cheift's 
way he prepared, Luke 1. 76; compa- 
red with __ ay Mark x. 009 
13.24. Anſw. John Baptift is fard to 
oor the way for God, when 'he 
prepared the way for Chriſt ; becauſe 
Chriftt was the Ambaſſadour aad Re- 
prefentative of God, and God was with 
and i» Chriſt, As 10. 38. God was 
with him. John 14. 10. The: Father 
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the Works. -+ 
23. Hai. 44.6. Thus ſaith the Lojd, 
I am the firſt, and I am the laft, Chriſt 
alſo is called the fir? and the laft, Rev. 
1, 8,17. Rev. 22. 13. Anſw. Rev. 1. 
8. is not ſpoken of Chriſt, but of God. 
At v.17. Chriſt is calted the Firſt and 
the Laſt: but Eraſmus, Grotins, and 
Huzo'Cardinalis interpret the Words of 
him 2s he is « May, -Chrift (faith Hu 
20) is the firſt (or moft honourable ) 
with'good Men; and the laft- (or _ 
| ef. 
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deſpiſed) with Infidels and wicked 
Men. *. Briefly, both Almighty God 
 andour Lord Chriſt, are the Firſt and 
the _ up in different _ | 

. 24. Tai. 45. 23. I have ſworn 
Self. ——Unto me every K nee wt, Piacg 
Theſe Words of God are applied to 

Chriſt ; Rom. 14. 10, 11. We ſhall all 
ſtand before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, 
for it is written, —Every Knee ſhall bow 
fo me, and every Tongue (hall confeſs to 
God. Anſw. In bowing and confeſſing 
to Chriſt at the laſt Judgment, we are 
faid to bow, and confeſs to God ; becauſe 
Chriſt then and there holdeth the place 
of God, repreſenteth him and aQteth 
by his Commiſhon. So Men are faid 
to appear before our Soveraign Lord 
the King, when they appear at the Bar 
of his. Judges ; becauſe the Judges a& 
in the Kings ſtead, and by his Com- 
miſhon. 


25. Iai. 48. 16. I have not ſpoken 
7n yo from the Beginning ; from the 
time that it was, there am I: and now 
the Lord God hath ſent me, and his Spi- 


Tit. 
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rit. Anſw. Tinthis Text is not Chriſt, 
but the Prophet; for Chriſt was not 
ſent by the Lord God and his Spirit in 
the days of the Jewiſh. Prophets, Heb. 
I. 1,2, But if it were Chritt, or the 
Son that here ſpeaketh, yet this very 
Text would prove that he is not God ; 
for he is here diſtinguiſhed from the 
Lord God, as-one who is not himſelf 
God, but is ſent by God, The Pro- 
phet ſeems to ſpeak of the Overthrow 
of the Chaldeay and Babyloniſh 
Troops, by ſome great Prince, whom 
God either had or would raiſe upa- 
gainft them, ſee wer. 14. and 15. 
Therefore Grotivs and Forerius do not 
tranſlate (as the Engliſh hath it) From 
the time that it was, but before this thing 
7s, or before it hapneth. There am 1, 
that is, I declare it as explicitly and 
clearly as if T were preſent on the 

place. | 
26. Jer. 23. 5. 6.. 1 will raiſe unto 
David a righteow Branch, —in his 
days Judah ſball be ſaved, and Iirael 
ſhall dwell ſafely : and this is the _— 
mwhere- 


( 62) 
whereby hr ſhall be called, The Lord (Heb. 
Jehovah) our Righteouſneſs. 'Anſw. In 
the Hebrew *tis, This is the Name which 
they ſball call the Lord our Juſtifier : that 
is, in the happy and (peaceful days of 
the Branch, the Nation ſhall call God 
their Juftifier, or their mercztul De- 
_ 'from all Adverſaries and all E- 
Vis, | 

27.. Dan. 3. 25. The Forms of the 
Fourth is like the Son of God, Anſw. 

In the Hebrew *tis like 4 Son of Geo] : 
that is, like an Angel, for ſo this Paſſage 
15 explained at wer. 28. Angels-arecal- 
= Sons of God ;- Job. 1. 6; Job 

38. 7. VN) 

28. Micha 5. 2. Thos Bethlehem, 

——oxt-of thee ſball come unto me, that is 

#0 be Ruler of Tiracel ; whoſe goings forth 

have been of old; from everlaſting > or 

as *tis in the Margin, from the days of 
Eternity. Azxſw. In the Hebrew 'tis, 

From ancient days. Grotius makes $his 

ſenſe of the Verſe, whale goings forth 

(or whoſe Deſcent, Original; or. Pe- 

c1gree) is of old, from ancient Fan 
4 Or 


A— 
CINSPYW TIE GWE I 


| 
| 


'( 6p) 
For Chriſt deſcendeth of - the moſt an. 
cient and Royal Stock of David of 
Bethlehars. | 

» 29.*Zech. 2.8,9. Thus ſaith "the 
Lord of Hoſts \ after the Glory hath he 
ſent me to the Nations which ſpoiled you'; 


--—T will ſhake my Hand upon them, and 


they [bit be 4 Spoit to their Servants : 


and ye [ball know that. the Lord of © Hoſts 


hath {ept' me.  Anſw. Theſe Words as 
they are -mn- the Engliſh Tranſlation, 
are hardly ſenſe. - Neither are' theſe 
Words, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
Words.of »the Lord;:of Hoſts himſelf, 
but of tha&\ſecond Aupel, who at ver.'3. 
and. 4; ſpoke to the firft Angel, 'andto 
Zechariah. | The Verſes ſhould: have 
been-thus 'rendred:from the Hebrew, 
Thus. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 'Aﬀter- 
wards fbail be Glory," (4. e: after ye are 
departed: our of Babylon, ' ver. 7.- ye 
ſhall have: Peace and: Honour) for he 
hath" fſent#\me to the \Nations which ſpoil- 
ea y0u<"-(4. v. 'To the Babylonians and 
their Confederates )- 7-will fbake my 
Hand wpon them, and they (ball be « Spail 

- fs 
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fo their Servants; (i.e. I will ſtir up 
their Subje&s to rebel againſt them, 
and ſpoil them) And 7 know that 


. the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me ; i.e. 
hath ſent me to puniſh them, and give 
| you Peace and Glory. 


30. Zech. 3. 2. The Lord (Heb. Je- 
hovah) ſaid unto Satan, The Lord (Heb. 


. Jehovah) rebuke thee. Anſw. The Lord 


in the firſt clauſe: is the: Angel of the 
Lord, as appears by wer. 1. for there 
Satan ſtands before the Angel. And 
that indeed he was an Angel; and not 
true Jehovah, is aſcertained by his pray- 
ing to another Perſon to rebuke (i. e. to 
chaſtiſe) Satay, When Angels' are 
ſent by God, and do repreſent his Per- 
ſon, the names Jehovah-and God are 
communicated to. them; Exod. 3.2, 4, 
6. The Angel of the Lord appeared tohim 
in a Flame of Fire out of the midſt of s 


Buſh. —-and when the Lord (Heb. 


Jehovah) ſaw that he turned aſide to ſee, 
God called to him out of the midſt of the 
Buſb, — Moreover he ſaid, I am the God 
of thy Father. Briefly, Jehovah. is a 

| Name 
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Name of God, but ſuch an one as is 
ſoraetimes communicated both to Per- 
ſons and Places. Therefore the En 
liſh have very {ll tranſlated P/al.$3. 13, 
Thou whoſe Name alone is Jehovah, art 
the *moit High over all the Earth. In 
the Hebrew 'tis, Thow whoſe Name ts 
Fehovah, thou alone art the moſt high 
over all the Earth. 

31. Zech. 12. 10, They (ball look up» 
on me, whom they have pierced. 'The 
ſame thing. is ſaid of Chriſt, Rev. 1. 
17.,nay the Words (tho ſpoken of 


God) ſeem to, be applied to. Chriſt, 
Fohn 19. th Anſw. As the Jews in the 


times of the Prophets, did (as it were) 
pierce God with their Sins of ſeveral 
kinds ; fothey pierced him again when 
they pat to death the Lord Chriſt: 
as on the .contrary, he who received 
.e. kindly and reſpectfully entertain- 
ed) Chrift, was underſtood as recei- 
ving him that ſent him. But the 
Words in the Prophet, are not by St. 
John interpreted of Chriſt, but «ccommo- 
aated to Chriſt and his Sufferings. 

| E 32, Mal. 
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' 23; Mal. 3.1. I will fend my Meſſesn- 
ger, and. he but prepare the way before 
me; and the Loyd {or Prince): whom 
ye ſeek, ſhall ſaddainly come to his Tem- 
pie. This Meſſenger was FJohs - Bap- 
tift, who prepared; the way before 
Chriſt. - Azſw. See on Tſai. 40. 3. : 
33. Baruch. 3. 35, 37. This #4 onr 


God, —-afterwards did he ſbew' himſelf 


#pon the Earth,” 4nad-converſed with Men. 
Anſw. (1.) *Tis an Apocryphal Book. 
(2.) Thoſe that admit the Book, re- 
jet theſe Verſes as ſuppoſititidus. 
(3.) The original . Greek may be thus 
rendred. Afterwards this Book of the 
Commandments of God, and the Law 
which endureth for;ever, was ſeen up- 
@n Earth, and tarxed over by. Men. 
Note that the laſt Verſe of Baruch 34d, 
IS tO be read with: the firſt of Baruch 
the 4th; 

Beſides theſe: particular Anſwers to 
the: ſeveral Texts objeted to their -Do- 
Qrine out of the Old Teſtament, the 
Soginians lay farther to them all .in ge- 


neral. ; 
| 1. Where- 


COR. 
i. Whereas ſo exceptionable a Do- | 
Qrine as that of the Trinity, and its 
Dependances, oughr' to be proved by 
clear Fexts and demonftrative- Argu- 
ments ; on the contrary; theſe Texts 
are ſo far from being clear and evident 
Proofs, that a Man muſt have a more 
than ordinary Wit and Capacity to ap- 
prehend how moſt of them are at all 
tro the purpoſe, and why or to whiat 
end they are alledged by the Tri#ita- 
Fons. W_— 
2. Though in the Heat of Diſputa- 
tion and Anger, Men catch up any 
Weapon againſt thei Adverſaries; yet 
out of theſe Heats' the more learned 
and judicious T+:nitariqzs confeſs, that 
the Trintty and the Dtvinity of Ehriſt 
and of the Holy Spirit, are not indeed 
taught in the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, but are a Revelation made 
tous inthe New. So faith Tertulian, 
Altv. Prax. c. 3. Cyprian, Serm. 6. St. 
Ferom, ' Adv. Lucif. Theodoret 1. 2. ad 
Grec. R. Tuttienſis de Div/tn. Offic. l. 11. 
c: £4. Fr: E. Brugenſis'0n Fohn 1. 49. 
E 2 and 
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and on-Matth. 28. 19. Card. Bellarmint 
de Chriſt. 1. 2.c. 6. and more plainly dc 
Purg./. 1. c. 11. Calovins Anticrel. S. 
420. Alf. Salmero Prof. in Evang. 11. 

- 3. And infinite more, both Catho- 
licks and Reformed. 

3. If ſo many had not confeſſed it, 
yet the thing is evident 1n it ſelf. For 
if the Trinity were indeed taught in 
the Old Teſtament, how camethe Jew- 
ih Church in all Ages to be fo wholly 
ignorant of it, that. ( as all confeſs) 
they bad not the leaſt Suſpicion, that 
God is more than one Perſon? And if 
in this they had erred, 'tis nat to be 
doubted our Saviour would have repro- 
ved their Hereſy, and carefully ſer 
them right, as he did 5» the matter of 
the Reforeflion But doth our Lord 
any where charge them with Hereſy, 
_ believing that God is only one Per- 
ON. | | | 
4. The Socinians: confeſs, that to 
Perſons who never read any thing of 
this great Queſtion, ſome of their In- 
terpretations of the Texts, bogh of = 


—_ 
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Old and New Teſtament may ſeem ſome-+ 
what.harſh and ſtrained. But this 
(they ay) is only becauſe ſuch Perſons 
have been always accuſtomed to under- 
ſtand the alledged Texts in a contrary 
ſenſe, that is, in theſenſeof the Church: * 
but if they will oftex read and conſider 
the Socinian ſenſe of them, they will 
foon diſcern that 'tis not only a proba- 
ble ſenſe, but the true and only ſenſe 
of which theſe Texts are capable, if 
we would reconcile them to the reſt of 
Scripture, and (particularly) to the 
many and clear Texts and Demonſtra- 
tions Cited and hinted in the firſt Lety 
cer. 


SIR, 
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FRIEND. 


Concerning the 


Called alſo 


SOCINIANS. 


AQts; and their Anſwers, 
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$ criptares. | 


Q————————_—_— 
RE 


Printed in the Year 1687, - 


Containing the Texts objected to] 
them out of the Evangeliſts and | 


Matth. 22, 29. Te al err, not knowing the | 


Ts 


— -  - - — -— 


UNITARIANS, 


w_ 4 


A Third Letter, 


Concerning the Unitarians, 
called Socinians. 


S 1 R, 

'TI'N this I give you the Texts of zhe 
Evangeliſt and Atis objected tothe 
Socinian DoKtrine concerning God 

obr Lord Chrift, and the Holy Spirit : 

! and the Anſwers of the Sociniexs to the 

| Arguments ariſing from them, * 

(1) Matth. 1. 23. They ſhell call his 

Name Immanuel, which being interpre- 

ted, is, God with w. Anſw. See on 


Iſai. 7, 14. © 
'- (2,) Matth. 2. 2, Where i he that i 
barns Kjng of the Jenn [2:57 — 


come to worſhip him. Anſwv. Neither 


| (74) 
the Hebrew, Greek, nor Latin Wofd 
for worſhip him, import any more than 
aciuil Worſhip and Honour. And it 
. was the manner over all the Eaſt, and 


particularly among the Jews, to pro- 
ſtrate to Kings, 2 Sam. 19. 18. 1 Kynes 


I. 16, 23, 31. 2 Sam.9.06.. 

, (3.) Mat. 9.6. The Son of Maz hath 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins. Auſw. 
This is plainly ſpoken of Chriſt as he 
wasa Man. God gave this Authority 
to the Lord Chriſt, becauſe he gaye ta 
him alſo to know what was in Mens- 
Hearts ; namely, whether their Repen= 
tance and outward Profeſſions were 


fincere and laſting. Johs 2. 24,25,, 


Rev. I. I, 


| (4.) *Mat: 11. 27. All things are de- 
livered ta me of my Father, anil no by va ; 
KC. 


knoweth the' Sen but” the Father, 


Anſw.: (x.) If Chriſt « were hinifelf 
that oze true God, it could not beſfaid - 


here that another Perſon gave alt things * 

;rito- his Hands.” ' (23: The moſt Or- 

thodox” Interpreters dq underſtand 4 

things hete;'to be allthings requiſite for * 
| pro- 


on 
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Wa. 


{ ly the Power of God. (6.) 


(75) 


. procuring and effefting the Regemp- 


tion- and Salvation of Men; or all 
things neceſſary 'to the executing the 
Office of-the Meffias. Whereas our 
Lord adds, None knoweth the Son bat 
the Father, &c. Maldonate and Groti- 
# make the ſenſe to be, None but God 


knows what the Son's Office is, or what 


he is to do and ſuffer.in order to the 
Salvation of Men ; as on theother fide, 
none but the Son knows the Father”s 
Mind, concerning the-way and means 
by which Mankind is to be redeemed 
and ſaved. / 

(5.) Mat. 12. 31, Blaſphemy again 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall nr pc 
Anſw. St. 4uſtin, and generally all ju- 
dicious Interpreters, by Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, under-' 
ſtand Mens aſeribing. (with the Scribes 
and Phariſees in this Chapter) the Mi- 
racles and Works done apparently by 


the'Spirit or Power of God, unto Ma- 


gick, or the Power of the Devil. Sa 
that the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit isnot in 
this Texta Perſon or a God, but mere- 


(76) 
 (46.) Mat.18.20. Where two or three 
gre gathered together in my Name, there 
am | in the midſt of them. Matth. 28, 
20. I am with you always, even to the 
end of the World. Anſw. Chriſt is in 
the midſt of, and is with his People ; 
not by an immediate Preſence, as God 
is, but by his moſt powerful Aid and 
Help, which he affordeth partly by his 
continual and ſuccesful Mediation with 
God for them all in general, Heb. 7.25. 
partly by the Angels who are under his 
DireQtioas, and by him engaged in the 
Defence of the Faithful, Heb. 1. 14. 

- (7.) Matth.\ 26.63. Tell «s whether 
thou be the Chriſt, the Son of God, Like 
to which Text are Matth. 14. 33. Mat. 
16. 16. Jobs 1.49. Auſw. It being 
manifeſt that Princes are called Sons 
of God by the Plalmifts P/al. 82. 6. 
As alſo that P/al. 2. 7. ('Thow art my 
Son) : is literally meant of Devid. 
Hence it. was that the Jews both then 
ad now call the Meſhas the Sox' of 
God.: not. becauſe ( as ſome imagine ) 
they think he is. God, or is generated 
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of the _—_— —— : but becauſe 
they ex e a ve t 
Prince oy univerſal Math wr" 
therefore the Son of God in a more 
perfe& and higher ſenſe than David, or 
other Princes are. | 

(8.) Mat. 28. 19. Baptizing thews in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 


"and of the Holy Ghoſt. Anſw. (1.) To 


be baptized in the Name of a Perſon or 
Perſons, is a Rite by which one deli- 
vers himſelf to the Inſtitution, In- 
ftruQion, and Obedience of fuch Per- 
fon or Perſons : ſo that to be baptized 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, is to profeſs to be led and 
guided by them ; or (as Grotius ex- 
preſſes this matter) 'tis to declare ws 
will admit of no other thing as a part 
of qQur Religion, but what proceeds 
from theſe, that is, nothing but what 
is commanded by God or the Father, and 
has been delivered by his Son the Lord 
Chrift,. and coxfraved externally by the 
Miracles, and internally with the Wit- 
nels and Teftumony of the. Spirit, that 


5, 
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is; ofthe Power and Inſpiration of God. 
(z;) *Tis in vain, not to ſay ridiculoul- 
ly pretended, that a Perſon or thing 
is God; becauſe we are baptized xzto it, 
or in the Name of it. For then Moſes 
and John Baptiſt allo would be Gods, 
I Cor. 10. 1,2. Our Fathers were —all 
baptized unto:Moles. As 19. 3. Uns 
to what then were ye baptized? and the 
ſaid, Unto John's Bovtife ; that is, (fait 
the Generality of Interpreters) at 
Fohn and the Doctrine by him deliver- 
ed./ Nor can it be doubted that. to be 
baptizzed' unto a Perſon or Perſons, and 
to be baptized in the Name of {uch Per- 
ſon or Perſons, isthe ſame thing. . For 
(1.)- *Tis. acknowledged by all that 
underſtand the Hebrew and Syriac Idi- - 
oms.- (2.) 'Tis manifeſt by compa- 
ring ſome Texts of Scripture. - For 
what in ſome of them is called bapri- 
zing unto, 1s in others called baptizing 
in the Name of. Rom.6. 3. As many of 
you as have been baptized into Jeſus 
Chriſt, (or «anto Jeſus Chriſt ; for 'tis 
the: ſame Prepoſition in the Greek:thar 
7 


(79) 


is uſed of Moſes, 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2. and 
of John Baptiſt, Ads 19. 3.) have been 
baptized into (or unto) his Death.. Gal. 
3.27. As many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Chriſt (in the Greek, unto 
Chriſt) have put on Chriſt, AQts 2. 
38. Be baptized every one of you-in the 
Name of Teſus Chrift. Acts 8. 16. 
They were baptized in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus. Who does not now ſee, 
that to be baptized uzto, and i» the 
Name of Chriſt, or any other Perſon or 
thing, are uſed as equivalent terms ? 
And. accordingly the Fathers, particn- 
larly Tertwllian, often lay baptized wn- 
to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 
Nothing therefore can be inferred from 
this Text, for the Godhead of the Son 
or Spirit ; becauſe as now Chriſtians 
are baptized unto them, ſo the Fews 
were baptized unto Moſes, and Johy's 
Diſciples unto Fohz. 

(9.) Luke 1. 16,17,76. Manyof the 
Children of Iſrael ſhall- he (John Bap- + 
tilt) turn to the Lord their God ; and 
he (hall go before him in the Spirit and 
Power 


( % ) 


\ 


Power of Elias. —Thou Child (balt 


be called the Prophet of the Higheſt, for 
- thou ſhalt go before the Face of the Lord to 
prepare his way. Anſw. See on 1ſ4.40. 3. 

(10.): Luke 19. 5. The Apoſtles ſaid 
wnto the Lord, Increaſe our Faith. Anſw. 
By thy Prayers to God, which are al- 
ways heard for us. B+ ; 

(11.) Luke 24. 47. That Repentante 
and Remiſſion of Sin ſhould be preached 
i» his (Chriſt) Name. Anſw. The ſenſe 
is, Chriſt commanded the Diſciples to 
require: Men to repent, and on their ſo 
doing to afſure them in his Name (ot 

from him)that God would forgive them. 
_ . (22.) John 1.1. &c. Iz the Beginning 
wes the Word, &c. Anſw. The Trint- 
tarian Expoſition of this Chapter tis 
abſurd, and contradiQory : *tis this, 

Iz the Beginning: i. e. from all Eter- 
nifty. Anſw. From all Eternity is be- 
fore the Beginning, or without Begin- 
ning; not in the Beginning. Is zhe 
Beginning muſt refer to ſome time and 
thing, it muſt be in the Beginning of 
the World, or of the Goſpel, orof the 
Word 
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Word.;: and in whichever of theſe fen- 
ſes it is taken; tht. Hord cannot be from 
all Eternity, by Virtue or Force. (1 
mean); of- this Expreſſion, Was the 
Word...\e.was God:the Son. Arnſw. But 
where 18 Scripture::15:zhe Word: called 
God the Son? it. 

The ;Wird wai with. God: - 13Es The 
Son. was: with. the.\Father. Azfw.. I 
feems then: that Gadin'rhis clauſe'is the 
Father. But was not the Son alſowath 
the Holy Ghoſt, and is'not: he too {(ac- 
cording tothe Trinitidrians) God, or. a 
God-?: It che is, why:doth St. Fokwz:0n- 
ly lay-the Son was'with the Father'; and 
how cotmes the Fathicr..to engroſs here 
the Title of God to:the-Excluſion of.the 
Holy:'Ghoſt ? +: !; 

The Word was Gad..” What ſhall we 
do hits? was the Word the Father?.for 
ſo thayj anterpreted:God-in the forego- 
ing clayſe::: Noy( God. 1 in this clauſe, 
hath .a\new meaning; "tis God the Son. 
But wy the whole Sarzpture therears not 
theſe words,i'God the Son.. +. 

The: ſame Was ho: tbe. Beginning _ 

0 
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God. How comes this to be again re- 
peated ? for Jobn had faid once before, 
that rhe Word was with God. They 
care.not, 'tis faid, and that's enough. 
The Fruth is, according to their {ſenſe 
of this Context;:no'account can be gi- 


ven of this Repetition, and they muſt 


allowit tobe a meer Tautology:.. But 
Tet us (Hay the Sorinians) hear Grotins 


interpreting this ſublime Proem of St. 
Tohw's Goſpel. © n 
Ver. 1. Is the Beginning, (ie. when 


God created the Heavens andthe Earth. 
| For theſe Words are taken from Gem. 1. 
I.) was the Word. The Hebrews call 
that Power and Wi{dom of 'God, by 
which he madetthe World, and does 
all other his extraordinary Works, his 
Word.. Pfal. 33.6. By the Wordof the 
Lord were the Heavens made. Heb. 11. 


2. The Worlds wave made by the Word of 


God. 2 Pet. 3. 5. By the Word of God 
the Heavens were of old, They borrow- 
_ ed this Expreſſion from Moſes, who in 
deſcribing the Creation, ſaith that God 
ſaid, Les there be Liebe, Gen. Is, 3» 


God 
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God ſaid, Let there be a Firmament, 
Gen. 1.6. and fſÞ through the whole 
Chapter; Undoubtedly Moſes is not 
to be underſtodd of a Word orally ſpo- 
ken, for God is a Spirit ; but his mean- 
ing -is, God put forth his Power and 
Wiſdow, and thereby created Light 
and the Firmament, &s. As eaſily as 
Men' can ſpeak theſe Words, Let there 
be Light, Let there be a Firmament. 
Thus we ſee why the Divine Wiſdom - 
and Power was called the Word by Da- 
vid, and ſo many Writers of the New 
Teſtament: 

The Ward was with God; i.e: It 
was not yet in the World, or not yer 
made Fleſh, (ver, 10, and 14.) but 
with God. _ 

'The Word was God; i.e. The Word (ot 
Divine Wiſdom and Power)isnot ſome- 
thing different from God ; bifÞ being 
his Wiſdam and Power, is God. *Tis 
the common Maxim of Divines, that 
the Attributes and Pragecties of God 
are God: Which is in ſome ſenſe trye. 


We may alſo here nate, that thoſe Per. 
F 2 {ons 


(8%) 
ſons (whether Angels or Men) to 
whom - the Divine Word hath been in 
an extraordinary Degree communica- 
ted, have alſo had'the Names Jehovah 
and God given to them. The Angel 
who' deſtroyed Sodom by &' miraculous 
Tempe#t from Heaven's called Jehovah; 
ſo is he that promiſed Abraham to cauſe 
Sarah to concerve-a Son, Gep. 18. 13. 
On the fame account God fays to Moſes, 
Exod 7.1. See I have made thee a God #0 
Pharaoh. Yep. 2. The ſame was in the 
Beginning with God. This is here again 
repeated by the Evangeliſt, to teach 
us that the Word 1s ſo God, that it is 
not all that God 1s ; there being other 
Properties and Attributes of- God, that 
are communicable as well as the Word. 

Ver. 3. All things were made by him. 
The -Eggliſh-Geneva Tranſlation faith 
here, Ml things were made by 17. But 
.1t matters not," for *he Word begins 
here to be ſpoken of as a Perſon, by 
the ſame Figare of Spezch that Solomon 


faith, Wiſdom: herh builded her Houſe, 


and' hewn out her ſeven Pillars, Prov. 
EEE 9. I. 
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9. 1. And that Davidcalls God's Com. 


 mandments Counſellours, Plal. 119. 24- 


Ver. 4- In him: 1, e. In. him when 
he was in the World and was made 


Fleſh; Ver. 10. and 14. 
Was Life. i.e. By the Word, when made 


- Fleſhor Maz,the way and manner of ob- 


taining Life (eternal Life) was difco- 
vered to the Gentiles. The way 1s 
the Doftrine of the Goſpel, John 12.50. 

And the Life was the Light of Mem ; 
7. e. The Lite-giving Doctrine by him 
taught was that Light, to and by which 
Men may and ought to direct their 
Steps in order to eternal Blefſedneſls. 
John 12.50. $0 here the DoQrine of 
Chriſt, the Goſpel, is called Light, as 
before it was called Life. 

Ver. 8. He (John) was pot that 
Light; i.e. John neither was, nor 
was the bringer of the Light of the 
Goſpel: though he bare Witneſs to 
both. *Tis uſual in familiar Speech to 
call the Bringer of a thing, by the name 
of the thing he brings: and for this 
reaſon our Saviour is called Life, and 
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Light, Joh 14. 6. Johns. 12. 

Ver, 10. He was in the World. Here 
the Evangeliſt returns to ſpeak of the 

Word. The ſenſe is, in Proceſs of time 
the Word became incarnate, that is, 
_ oa the Perſon of Feſws Chriſt, and 
ſo converſed in the World among Men. 
God communicated his Word, (that is, 
a vaſt Effuſion of his Divine Power 
and Wiſdom) to his Son the Lord 
Chriſt, As. 10. 38. 

The World was made by him; i.e. 
The World and all Men were made 


by this Word, which (afterwards) 


abode 'on Jeſus Chriſt : and which iz 
and by him performed Works nat much 
leſs wonderful than was the firſt Crea- 
tion. 

And the World knew him not, Knew 
not that the Word abiding oa Jeſus, 
was . that very Divine Word which 
made both the World and all Men. 

Ver. 11. He came unto his own ; 4. e. 
To thoſe whom he had made, wer. 10. 
He is to be underſtood of the Word. 
The Word came in the Perſon - of 


Chriſt, His 
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His own received. bim not; 4. e. did. 


not: own him for what he indeed was, 


the Divine Word: *Tis again repeat- 
ed, to brand the Ingratitude and Stupi- 


dizy of the Jews of that Age. 


er: 12. Them that. believe on his 
Name. . On his Name, is an Hebrew 
Phraſe, as much as to ay, on him3 4. 6. 
Them that believed on:the Word, made 
Fleſh : or them that received and own- 


" ed him for what he indeed was, even 


the Divine Word. 

Ver. 14. And the Word was made. 
Fleſh ; Or, For the Word was made 
Fleſh: i.e. did abide on and inhabit 
an humane Perſon, the Perſon of Je- 
ſus Chritt; and fo was (in Appea- 
rance) made Fleſh or Mas : for Fleſh 
is the uſual Scripture Phraſe for Man, 
Gey. 6. 12. Deut. 5.26. Fer. 12, 12. 
Fer. 17.5. Mark 13. 20, : 

And we beheld bis Glory; 3.e. \The 
Glory of the Man, on whom the Word 
did abide and inhabit in him. We be- 
held his Glory in his many Miracles, 
John 2. 11. Al in his Transfiguray 

"© | tion, 
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tion, ' 2. Pet. x.17. And on many Os 
ther occaſions. 

The Glory as of the only FILE! of 
the Farker; ; 4.e. A Glory worthy 0 
the only- baggrere) of the Father: Chriſt 
is called the' only-begotten on ſeveral 
accounts, this eſpecially, that he only 
was begotten: by the Divine Power on 
a Woman, Luke 1:35. 

' Ver. 15. John bare Witnefs of him 
fas — He was before me: 4.e. 
Was before me 1n Dignity, being the 
only-begotten* of” God. So Eraſmus 
and Bezz as well as Grotias. 

Ver. 18. Which is its the Bofom of the 
Pather : 5. e. Who is moſt dear to the 
Father. So the Phraſe ſignifies \in 0- 
ther Texts; Numb. 11. 12. - Dent. 
12.6. £ 
AM deelared him: 3. e. hath reveal» 
ed his Mind and Will to Men. _ Hi- 
therto (for the moſt part) Grotius. 

Briefly, The Word (according to 
Grotius ) 1s not an.'eternal Son of 'God, 
but is here the Power and Wiſdom of 
God; which* Word abiding without 
mea- 
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meaſure on the Lord Chrift; ( as it 
is exprelly ſaid, Heb. 1. 3. Matth. 28. 
18. Col. 2. 3. ſee the Notes on theſe 
Texts) *tis therefore ſpoken of as a 
Perſon, and as one Perſon with Chrift 
and he with that. | 

This notion of the Word will lead a 
Man through all the Difficulties of 
this Chapter, with far more eale than 
any other hitherto offered. -< Beſides 
that it is ſo well founded, as has been 
ſhown on wer. 1. 'tis alſo as eaſy and 
obvious, and clears the ſenſe as much 
as can be expeCted . on a Portion of 
Scripture, that is ſo obſcure and dark, 
and which was deſignedly written af- 
ter a myſterious and ſublime manner. - 

(13.) John 2.19,21. Deſtroy this Tem- 


ple, and in three Days Twill raiſe it up. 


.— He ſpake of the Temple of his Body. 


Anſw. Chriſt raiſed his Body, by a 
Power communicated to Him by the 
Father :-and accordingly his being rai{- 
ed,. is always attributed to the Father, 
not to himſelf, Gal. 1. r., Paul 4» 4pa- 
fl, —by Jeſus Chriſt; and God, the 

Father 


ns 
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Father, who raiſed him from the dead: See 
alſo Eph. 1. 19, 20. Ks - I. 9, 10, 
Had our Lord raiſed hitnſelt byhis own 
proper Power, his Reſurre&ion could in 
no reſpett be aſcribed to the Father. 
(14.) John 2. 25. He knew what was in 
Max. Anſw. The Knowleds which 
the Lord Chriſt had, or now in his 
tate of Exaltation hath, of the Secrets 
of Mens Hearts, is the pure Gift of, 
and Revelation .from God, and the Di- 
vine Word abiding on him. Rev. 1. 1, 
The Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God 
gave to him, to ſhew anto his Servants. 
John 3. 34. God giveth not the Spirit by 
zveaſure ( that is, ſparingly) unto him. 
But ſee allo what they ſay on Rev. 2.23. 
(15.) John 3.13. No Manhath af- 
cended up to Heaven, but he that came 
down from Heaven ; even theSon of Man, 
which is in Heaven. Anſw. (1.) Eraſ= 
mus, Bezs, Camerarius, acknowleds 
that the Greek ſhould berendred, which 
«5 in Heaven. Neither ſo are the 
ords, which was in Heaven, an idle 
Repetition of what went before ; for 
it 
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it is repeated majoris aſſeverationis cauſ4, 
for its -greater Confirmation. The 
moſt learned Orthodox Interpreters un- 
derſtand this aſcending into, and being 
in Heaven, asalſo the deſcending, on- 
ly metaphorically; and interpret thus, 
No Man hath aſcended up ta Heaves ; 
No Man hath known the Mind of God 
our Heavenly Father. But he that 
came down from Heaven; 3. e. but he 
that is ſent to yOu as the Meſſenger of 
Heaven, or of God. Eves the Son of 
Man which is in Heaven; 1.e. even I 
whoſe Meditation and Converſation 
is in Heaven, As St. Paul ſays of 
himſelf, Phil. 3. 20. Oar Converſation 
i in Heaven. So they interpret the 
whole Paſſage, of the humane Nature, I 
ſuppoſe, becauſe our Lord conſiders 
and ſpeaks of himſelf here by the 
Name only of the Sox of. May. But 
the Sociz#ians do ( generally) under- 
ſtand this Text literally, and ſay, thay 
"tis here intimated that before our Lord 
entred upon his Office of Meſlias, he 


was taken up to Heaven to be _ 
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ed in the Mind and Will of God (as 
Moſes was into the Mount, Exod. 24. 
x, 2,12.) and from thence deſcended 
to execute his Office, and declare the 
ſaid Will of God. The ſame thing 
they ſay is alſo hinted, Joh 6. 38, 46, 
51, 62. John 8.40. 

(16.) John 3. 18. The only begotten. 
Anſw. See'on John 1. 14. 

(17.) John 5.19. Whatſoever things 


He ( the Father) doth, thoſe alſo doth 


the Son. Anſm. The Son doth them, 
only by the Spirit or Power of the Fa- 
ther inhabiting in him. YJohy 5. 30. 


1 can do nothing of my ſelf. John 14. 


10, The Father that dwelleth in me,. He 
doth the Works. Matth. 12. 28. Tcaſt 
out Devils by the Spirit of God. 

(18.) John 5:23: That all Men ſhould 
honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. Anſw. The meaning only is, 
as we honour God or the Father, ſo we 
ruſt not forget to honour alſo the Son 
of God ; becauſe to him the Father 
bath committed the laſt Judgment of 
all Men, ver. 22. An Equality of Ho- 
nour 
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nour is no more intended here, than\, 


an Equality of Perfettion in 'thoſe 
words, Be ye perfett, even as your 
Father which-is in Heaven is perfett, 
Matth. 5. 48. For the ſenſe there is, 
as God is truly perfe&, ſo do ye endea- 
vour to be perfe&t with that PerfeCti- 
on of which your finite Natures are 
capable. ps 

- I9, John 6. 44.« vil raiſe him up at 
the Ia Day. An(yz The Lord Chriſt 
ſhall raiſe and eMange our Bodies by 
the ſame Divine Word,or Power of God 
communicated to him, and abiding on 
him;by which while he was io this mor- 
tal Lifehe raiſed and changed the Body.of 
Lazarw, which was corrupted : that the 
Power by which he reſtored Lazarus to 
Lifeagain, was not our Lords own pro- 
perPower,but God's,that is the Fathers; 
is plainly intimated by our Lord him- 
ſelf; John 11. 41. Father, I thank thee, 
that thow haſt heard me, 8&c. Almigh- 
ty God can lodge even in dry Bones, a 
Power of reſtoring the dead, 2 Kyngs 
I3. 21, fce allo. what hath been ſaid 


on Johp 5.19. (20.) 
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(20.) John 8. 56, 58. Abraham, re- 
Joiced '(or deſired) to ſee my Day, and 
 ſawit. ——PBefore Abraham was, I am, 
Or (as'tis rendred by the Syriac, Non- 

nus and Grotims) I was. Anſw. (1.) 
Abraham ſaw Chriſt's Day, in the Spt- 
rit of Prophecy ; he ſaw it as coming, 
not as preſent ; he foreſaw (as he de- 
fired) the time when it ſhould be, 
(2.) St. Auſtin has confeſſed, that 
Chriſt is here {aid to be before Abra- 
ham, not aCtually, but in the Counſel 
Decree, and Ordination of God. And 
ſo St. Peter explains this matter; 1 
Pet. 1.20. Who verily was fore-ordained 
from the Foundation of the World, but 
was made manifeſt in theſe lai# times. 
In like manner at Rev. 13.8. Chriſt is 
called the Lamb flain from the Founda- 
tion of the World. The Words are, 
Whoſe Names are not written in the Book 
of Life, of the Lamb ſlain from the Faun- 
dation of the World. Every one fees 
that Chriſt could be no otherways flain 
from the Foundation of the World, 
but in the Counſel and Decree of on 
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See more ſych Inſtances on Joh 17.5 
*Tis true "7 Jews did not apprehend . 
in what ſenſe our Lord ons + he was 
before Abraham : but neither did he 
intend or care they ſhould ; for finding 
them averſe from Truth and Piety, he 
often ſo ſpake to fome of them, as to 
perplex and affront their Blindneſs and 
Arrogance-yet more, and not to in- 
_—_ ſee for this Luke 8. x0. 
(2x.)-John. 10. 30. 1 axd the Father 

are 08. Anſw. Not one God, but as 
Friends are {aid to be one. Thus our 
Lord explains himſelf, John 17, 11, 
Keep them whom thou haf given we, that 
they may be one as we are. The Dilci- 
= could be one no otherways than as 

riends are one, (namely i» Aﬀettion 
«nd Deſign) nexther with one another 
nor with God. Yer. 22. The Glory 
which thou gave# me, (3. e.. the Power 
of doing Miracles) 1 have given them, 
that = may be one, 4s we are one.. 

John 10.33. Thos being a May 
mateſt thy ſelf _ or 4 God.  Avſw. 
It appears they lied, by our Saviours 

Anſwer 
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Anſwer at wer. 36. Say ye of himmhom 
the Father hath ſanitifieq and ſent into 
' the World, Thou blaſpheme#, hetauſe 1 
ſaid, T.am the Son of Goa. *'Had: our 
Lord been more. than the Son of , God, 
he would have owned . his Dignity, 
when they charged him with Blaſphe- 
my for ſaying thoſe things, from-which 
it might (by their ſtrained Conſequen- 
ces) be inferred that he made himſelf 
a God. Camero on this Text ingenyoul- 
ly confeſſes, that-.;» this Context. our 
Lord doth not make himfelf,Gotl ; He 
adds, that. times and circumſtances re- 
quired, that the'. Revelation . of . this 
Myſtery ſhould be deferred -.till our 
Lord's ReſurreQion-and Aſcenſion into 
Heaven. In which Taying he gives up 
to the Sociniens all the Texts of the 
Evangeliſts. [31% 

33 John 10.38. The Father is in me, 
and I in him. Anſw. "Tis alſo ſaid, 
1 Johy 4. 16. He that dwelleth in Love, 
(z.e. exerciſeth Love and Charity) 
dwelleth in God, and God in him.  There- 
fore Chriſt and Chriſtians are ſaid » 


DW - (97) 
be in God, and God in them, by their 
mutual Love ; or becauſe of their mu- 
tual Love, 

(24-) jun 12-47. Theſe things ſaid 
 Tſaias,: when he ſaw his Glory, 5. pake 
of him. \Anſw. lee on Tſar. 6. x, $,9. 

 (25.) John 14. 1. Te believe in God, 

believe alſo in me. Anſw. Our Lord 
has himſelf interpreted this. John 
I2. 44. He thit believeth on me, belie- 
ueth not on me; but on him that ſent 
We. - 

(26.) Joha 14. 7,9. If ye had known 
ine, ye mould have known my Father alſo : 
and from henceforth ye know bim, and 
have ſeen him: -— He that hath ſeex 
me, bath ſeen the Father ; how ſfaye# 
thaw then, ſhew ws the Father ? Anſw. It is 
allo laid, Luke 10.16. He that heareth you, 
heareth me ; "tis there farther added, He 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that 
deſpiſeth me, aſpect him that ſent me. 
Shall we now infer, that the Diſciples 
and Miniſters of Chriſt, are Chriſt : 
tay ,are him alſothat ſent Chriſt, natme- 
ly God ? The Trop therefore is, when 

Pa we 


(98) 
we are faid to know, ſee, hear; deſpiſe 
God, in knowing, ſecing, hearing,'or 
deſpiſing Chriſt, or his Miniſters; the 
meaning only is, that Chtiſt and. tus 
true Minifters being the Ambaſſadours 
and Meſſengers of God, and reveating 
tous his Nature and Will, they are 10 
far forth to be efteemed: one with God; 
and in ſeeing and hearing them, we ce 
and hear him as much as the inviſible 
God can be ſeen or heard, in this mor- 
tal Lite. | 

(27.) John 14.14. If ye ask any thing 
in my Name, 1will doit. Anſw. The 
obvious meaning is, if ye pray for an 
, thing to God, uſing my Name; I will 
caule it to be done for you by my In- 
terceſhon, the general Interceſſion that 
I will make for all good Chriſtians. 
Heb. 7. 25. He is able to ſave them that 
come unto God by him, (4.e. that pray 
to God in his Name) ſeeing he ever 
| liveth to make Intercefſion for them. 

(28.) John 16. 8, 13, 14. When he 
(the Comforter, or Spirit) #5 come, he 
will reprove the World of Sim : 4 


A 
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ſhall nor peak of himſelf : : — He ſhall 
receive 'of- mine, and ſhew it to you. 
Here the' Spirit is plainly ſpoken of as 
a Perſon. - Anſw. (t.) Of thoſe that'are 
Unitarians,. all the Ariens, and very 
many Sociuiant, - do acknowledg, that 
the Holy Spirit is- # Perſon, chiefof 
the Heayenly Spirits, prime Miniſter 
of God and Chriſt ;; becauſe he is here 
called the. Comforter (or Advocate) 
and faid'to hear, ſpeak; and teach ; 
and elſewhere to interceed for us.- But 
they add, ag ehis very Context* ih 
telling us; (v#. 13:) He will guide y0u 
iuto all Truth, for he ſhall not ſpeak of 
himſelf; - Sufficiently ſhewerh that he 
is not God, 'or a God.” '- For it were in- 
tolerable: to:fay of God; he ſhall Tad 
you into'all *Truth,: for he ſhall' not 
ſpeak of:himfelf: the contrary is true 
of God; he ſhall lead you into! all 
Truth, For 'he ſhall ſpeak of himſelf. 
(2.) But more ' generally the Socintans 
. fay, that Adtions proper to Perſons are 
S by a Figureaſcribed zo 7hings, and ever 

 # Qualitics'of things, not oply in Ho- 
", 2 ly 
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iy PTE] butinall Writers: God's 
ommandments are called C oun/ellours, 

Mal 119. 24, Underſtanding: is faid 
up her Voice, Prov. 8. 1. Wil- 
Samnro build her Houſe, and hewous her 
ſever Pillars, >Prgv. 9. 3. Charity 50 
think no evil, x Cor. 13.5. Water and 
Blood 7obear Witneſs, 1 John 5.8. The 
Stone- ſet up by. Joſhwa to rib all the 
Woptect the Lord, » Joſh. 24.27; Arc 
ings Perſons? Is it not evident 

on Fr: proper to _— are Tom 


cribed to them, as well as to the 
| Wh or Power and Quſp ion _ 


the Figure called ia? 


Briefly, We ought to conteive thus of 
this matter, a great Effulion of God's 
kyparation and Power being to be gl 
ven. tothe. Diſciples, that i might be 
a continual Direzor and Glide when 
the Lord Chriſt was tio mart perſonal 
Iy wath them: yaa this Guide is 
by by the aforeſaid Figure - we of in 
uch-terms as if it were 
Teacher, and Advocate.  Hence' ie 4 


aid. $0, reprove- the Workd,. 60 guide 
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ito all *Trath, ro-intercede- for- bs 
(namely: becauſe it ſuggeſterh Prayer 
and AﬀQion in Prayer) alſo not 40 
ſpeak of himſelf, btit to ſpeak what he 
ſhall heit from God ;+ ro receive of 
Chrift's, that is, receive of Ged the 
Remainder of  Chrift's DoQtrine, and 
teach'it to the ApolHles. For *tis Þbe 
noted that our Lord left forme things tp 
he taught by this Talpiration of God ; 
becauſe the Diſciples were not capable 
to hear and believe ther, rill tlity bad 
ſeen the great Miracles of our Lords 
Reſurreion and Aﬀcenfion into Hea- 
ven, YJohz 16. 12.' I have yet many 
things to (ſay to. you, but ye tahndt bea# 
them now; Howbeit when the Spirit of 
Truth i come, he ſhall guife you into all 
Truth. The Spitit that guided the 
Apoſtles into all Truth, was it hot the 
meer Infpiration of God ? 

It is for the ſame Reaſon, and by the 
ſame. Figure, that this Power and In- 
ſpiration of God is the Apoſtles, is faid 
to bear Witneſs, John 15. 26. to ſearch 
Myſteries, 1 Cor. 2,10, 11, to diftri- 
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bute Gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 2.-:tq1appoint 
Biſhops, 4#s 20.28. to glorify Chriſt, 
Toh 16. 14. 
Finally, It appeared in the Form of 
a Doye on Chriſt, and of Cloven 
Tongues on the Apoſtles, Matth. 3. 16. 
AFﬀs._2: 3, 4. Becauſe God conveyed 
os. porn Energy tothe Lord Chriſt, 
and tothe Apoſtles, in theſe outward 
Symbols, which were fir Emblems of 
the Quelity of the Gifts then beſtowed. 
The Dove ſignified the mild and peace- 
able Spirit of Chrift ; and: that the 
Power then conveyed to him ſhould 
not be for the Damage or Hurt of Man- 
kind : The Tongues denoted, that the 
Apoſtles did then and there receive the 
Gift or Faculty of ſpeaking with many 
Tongues. But what. ſenſe can the 
Trinitarians make of theſe things? they 
ſay the Spirit is a Perſon and God : did 
God receive and afſume the Shape of a 
Dove, that is, of a Brute ? What hin+ 
ders but that they may believe all the 
Transformations in the Metamorphoſis 
of Ovid? ©, rn 
wi % | (29) 
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. (29:). John 16.15. All things that the 
Father hat, are KR Axſw. (1.) St. 
Paal hath faid as much of every Chri- 
ſtian ; *x Cor. 3. 21, 22. Al! things are 
Tours : ——things preſent, things to come, 
all are yours. 2. Alh.things 1n this 
Text of St. John, are all things rela- 
ting”"to the Chriſtian Faith, DoGrine 
and . Diſcipline': for it follows, There- 
fore ſaid I, He (the Spirit) ſhall take 
of mine, and ſhew it to you. _ The 
meaning of the whole Paſſage is, all 
things relating to the Doctrine. and 
Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church, 
which the Father hath in- hts, Mind and 
Deſign, are mine : that 1s, are kgown 
to me,. and ſhall (for the moſt part of 
them) be ordered by my ſelf: asfor 
the reſt which I my felt do not diſco- 
ver or order, the Spirir ſhall-receive it, 
and ſhew it to you. | fas 1 

(30.) John 17: 5. Glorify mve with 
thize own ſelf, with the Glory I had with 
thee, before the World was.” Anſw. (1.) - 
St. Auſtin and many other learned and 


Orthodox Interpreters, not only grant, 
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but contend that the meaning here is, 
Let me now axally receive that Glory 
with thy ſelf, which Thad. with thee 
in thy Decree and Deſign before the 
World was. [This Interpretation is 
confirmed by this,” that the Sufferings 
of Chriſt were to precede his aiFuat 
Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 11. Searching what, 
and mhat manner of time the Spirit 
——aid ſiznify, when it teſtified before-hand 
the Sufferings of Chriſt, «and the Glory 
that ſbould follow. (2.) As *tis here 
ſaid, "The Glory that I bad with thee be- 
fore the World was : ſo "tis ſaid, 2 Cor. 
5. I. We bave a Building of God, au 
Houſe not made with Hands, Where 
we have is, we have it in God's Decree 
and Intention, or it is prepared for us ; 
2 Tim. 1. 9. Grace was given 6s in 
Chriit before the World' was. Where 
again.wes giver to 1 15, WAS g1ven In 
God's Decree and Intention. There- 
fore ſo alſo we may underſtand, that 


Chriſt had Glory before the World 


Was. | | 


(37.) 
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(31.) John 17.10. All mine are thing, 
and thine are mine. Anſw. It appears 


. by the foregoing verſe, and by what 


follows, that Chrift ſpeaks of ſuch as 


! were or ſhould be his Diſciples. His 


meaning is, all that are my Diſciples, 
are of thy giving to me, and ftill re- 


main thine; and all that are true Ser- 


vants and Lovers of God, readily be- 
come mine, that ts, Diſciples to me. 
(32.) John »7. 24. For thou lovedi# 
me from the Fonndation of the World. 
Anſw. None can deny, that God loved 


all the Ele& from the Foundation of 


the World. To God all things ate pre« 
fent ; not only what is paſt, but whae 
is'ta come, 1s prefent to the Divine 
Mind and pulp 3 

(33) John 20.28. Thomas «»ſwered, 


: and ſaid unto him my Lord, and my God : 
| Or, OmyLord, and O my God ! For *tis 


an Attic Vocative. Azfw. 1. Neftorius,Pa- 
triarch of Conſtantiaople,was of Opinion 
that theſe Words were not deſigned to 
Chriſt,bat toGod. For thonghrhe Evan- 
geliſt faith, Thomas anſwered and ſaid wa- 
- | is 


(- 206+ ) 


to him (5..e; to Chriſt) O my Lord, and 


O my God. Yet the Exclamation might 


be addreſſed to God as it's Obze&; tho þ 
jt was alſo a» Anſwer to, our Saviour, | 
or in» Anſwer: to our. Saviour, and to # 
what he had ſaid at wer..27.: Or if the { 


Words were addreſſed to. our Saviour 
alſo, it may be admitted as true what 


others ſay here: Namely, (2.). When | 
Thomas had felt the Prints of the Spear {| 
and Nails -in our. Saviour's -Side and ; 


Hands, and was thereby fully ſatisfied 
that /he was indeed riſen again, he 


breaks-.forth into this - Exclamation ;: : 
the-Gyſt--part of which he direfted to 


Chri/t,-the other to God. ' 0 wy Lord ! 
are .Words: of Congratulation to' our 
Saviour; And O my God! Words of 
Admiration and Praiſe to God. | 


(34.) AQs 5. 3, 4. Why bath Satan , | 


filled thine Heart, to lie to the Holy 
Ghoſt ? -——Thou haſt not lied unto Men, 
but" unto God. - Anſw. Some of the 
moſt celebrated Interpreters among the 
Trinitarians have owned, that this 


Text ought to be thus underſtood, he | 
4 A A 
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buſt they lied ta the Holy Gho# : 5. . 
to us Apoſtles who have (thou know- 


Bi eſt) the Holy Spirit or Inſpiration of 


God in-us. Thou haF nat lied #nto Men, 
but unta God; 1. e. thou haſt not here- 
by lied to Men only or chiefly, but to 
God, who is in us by his Spirzt and In- 
{piration. ' This Interpretation is con- 
firmed: by 1 Theſſ. 4. 8. He therefore 
that deſpiſeth, de ſe wot Man, but 
God, who hath alſs gipen unto us his Ho- 
ly Spirit, Here *tis manifeſt, that 
thoſe wha deſpiſed the Apoſtles, are 
faid to deſpiſe God, becauſe God was 
in them by his Spirit : What hinders 
then, but that for. rhe ſame reaſon, 


| thoſe that lied to the Apoſtles, ſhoulg 
: be ſaid and underſtood to lieto God ? 


(35) Atts 7.59. They ſtoned Ste- 


| $ phen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord 


eſug, receive my Spirit. Anſw.(1.) The 
ord God is not in the Original Greek, 

in no Greek Bible, (2.) Admitting 
this Word God to be here rightly un- 
derſtood; yet the Greek when rendred 
Grammatically, maketh this ſepſe, cal- 


ling 


| C 168) 
ling uponGod, akd faying, O Lord o 

Fee nouns my bo Gy oY 
ring the Engliſh Tranflation, the mea- | 
ning here 4s only this, Stephen called | 
upon God, and he alſo faid, Lord Je- | 
ſus receive my Spirit ; becauſe at the ! 
ſame time heſaw'Felis (in Prophetick 1 
Viſion) ſtanding at the Right: Hand | 
of God. He began to have this Viſion 2 
whilehe ſtood befare the Council, wer. © 
56. and it continued with him tothe ! 
Moment of his Expiration, for his | 
Confſblationand Support ; as isgranted ' 
by many learhed Interpreters bf the * 
Orthodox party. | q 
 (36.) Ads9.14, 21. To bind all that | 
eel upon thy Name. (The Wordsare 3 
ſpoken to the Lord Chriſt, as is made / 
undeniable by Ver. 7.) ——Is not ; 
this be, that deftrozed them which called | 
os this Nome { Chrifts Name) mn Jer 
_— ” A ay (i.) T7 
generality not Oniy grant, earne 

- exe 3 that Chefs 15t9 be wirſhir:. 
ped and prayed to: becauſe God hath | 
(thoy ſay ) by his 1" obiting Word of 


Pawer 


7 but 
| praying to the Lord Chrift in rheir Ser- 
' mons or LeQures, (2.) Thoſe Uni- 
L —_ that rejeft the Tavocation of 


6 r0g ) 
og en tothe Lord Chrift, a Fa: 
3 knowing all things, and an 
Abiley to relieve all our Wants. The 
Polontin Unitariahs were fo zealous in 
this marter, that they excommunicated 
and depoſed from _ Miniſtry, ſuch 
of their own Party as den ied that 
co might be prayed to, and wor- 


| fhi 4. + with Divine Worſhip, This had 


Effefts, therefore the Uaitarians 


3 of Fran lvants were more moderate, 


they admitted to rhe Miniſters and 


] Profeffors-Places, thoſe that rejeRed 


the Invocation and AdorationofChrift; 
them under their Hands, 


o'ſpeak aghinſt worſhipping or 


Chriſt, ſay, r. That the moſt learned 
of the Aneients were of their Opinion. 
It appears by St. Azffin (T.6. L. 1. de 
Fligreſ- Nam. 43. ) and by Phories (Cod. 
+17.) that Origen denied that the Sor 
was to beadored or prayed ro. He's, 
lairk Qrigen,. not the / Author, but Pro- 


curer 
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cuter of the good things beſtowed on 


us. 2: Our Lord Chriſt, when he 7 


was conſulred about the OQbjecQ, and 
matter of Prayers, direQed his Diſci- 
ples to God 3 Luke 11, 1,2: When ye pray; 
ſay, Our . Father which art in Heaven. 
3, It ſeems clear enough, that he -for- 
bad the Diſciples to pray to himſelf 3 
ordering them at the ſame time to pray 
to God in his Name, or for his Sake-: 


John 16. 23. In that Day (i.e. afterT | 


am riſen; have ſeen you again, and be- 
ing aſcended into Heaven have procu- 


red for you the Comforter, whoſe. | 


Conſolations none can take from you- 
So all Interpretters of note). ye. ſball. 
ask me nothing ; ——whatſoever ye ſhall 
ak the F ather in my Name, he will geve 
it you. 4. To make Chriſt himſelt the 
Obje& of Prayer, is to deftroy his Me- 
diatory Office. For if he doth hear 
our Prayers, and can and doth (by a 
Power conſtantly reſident in him) re- 
lieve our Wants; to what purpoſe-is 
he our Mediator with God. They that- 
make it a Duty to pray to Chriſt, — 


> 
ana fd ob os Bulk» de anc © tw ana ta a coo _ aa DOS eps <a Fs - 


an ® thod{ ww 


(-1t1,) 


fnd-it hard to give' a good account of 


= thoſe Words, Heb. 7.25: He (Chriſt) 
 is.able to ſave unto the uttermo#, -all. thas 
* come unto God by him, (3: c. that pray to 
* Godinhis Name, or for his ſake) ſecing he 
ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them. 
What can be more evident, than that 
here Chriſt's {aving us from the Evils 
we either fear or labour under, 1s as 

{cribed not to his own inhereat Power, 
but to his Intercefſion- with the Al- 
mighty. It is farther to be obferved, 


1 | that theſe Gentlemen ſay, that Chriſt's 


Mediation and Intercefſion for us, - 1s 
not to be underſtood-of a verbal or per- 
ſonal Mediation, proceeding from 3 
particular Knowledg of our Wants and 
Prayers, , but he mediates by his Merits ; 
that is, bythe perfe&t Obedience and 
moſt acceptable Services, that he has 

performed to God. 

jr to the objeted Texts, To bind alt 
that call upon thy Name. And again, 
Is not this he that deſtroyed them that 
calted on this Name in Jeruſalem ? They 


anſwer, that the Onginal Greek _ 
e 


(-1x2 ) | 
be-tranſlated ſeveral ways: Pe Rd wg 
to bind all that are called by 7 by Naw: 
And," Is not this he, that deſtroyed 
them who are called by this Name Te 
roſalew? that is, All that from Chrif 
are called Chrifians. And this ſeems 
to bethe genuine ſenſe of theſe Texts: 
2. Thus, To bind all hat awe thy 
Name. And, Is not this he that Fug 
{troyed them who name this Name in Je- 
ruſ, [alew ? that is, that profeſs the Name 
of Chriſt, - any 6 k of Chriſt as their 
Maſter and Teacher. Agreably to this, 
St. Paul faith, 2 Tim. 2. 9, Let ll that 
wame the None at Chtift, depart from Ini- 
quity. 3. Thus, as tis 1n our En 
Bibles, to- bind "all that 4a/l -apox thy 
Name. And, Is not thus he that de- 
froyed them rhee called on this Name 


mn * Soeraſalem ? For though the firſt | 


Chriſtians did not pray to the Lord 

Chriſt, yet they called upon his Name 

x Prayer, ; Che uled __ Foo 
rayers to God, praying ' 

m his Name ; which 1s & edllizg upos 


his Name in the molt proper and gram- 
martical 


| C113) 
tradicah Tenſe! of theſs Words ; and is 
mdeede the only  feirfe of which they 
are cipable, when they arc uled'of 4 
Man, as Chrift wis.: . So'they.. 
\ (9.x As r5. 28. It ſeemed good:tb 
the' tioly Ghoſt, ant to: ns. Anſw.' that 
is; to''Gol's = oa 10! 6s; and. 
therefoteto ns-alfo:r See On John 16.5; 
I3, I4i- - Fay : 
(38.) Afts 20. 28, Feed the Church 
of God, * which he hath purchaſed with his 
own - Anſw. (1.) It appears b 
the Sythe the 4riricx, and the molt 
ancient Greek Bibles, that the true rea- 
ding of this Text is, Feed the Church 
of Chrit, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own Blood. (2.) Admitting 
the reading in the vulgar Editions of 


the Greek, yet ſome great Maſters of 
that Tongue have rendred the Greek 


Words thus, Feed the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſed with h# own 


Sox's Blood: (3.) Admitting the Tran- 
{lafion in our Engliſh Bibles, ſome 


learned Men (particularly Era{mas ) 


have noted, that the Blood of Chriſt 


H | 19 
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is here called the: Blood of Goid; bes 
3; cauſe, it was the Blood which Gol gave 
'F for the Redemption of the Workd.: So 
| John 1. 36. Behold. the Lamb" of God : 
|} that is, the Lamb of Sacrifice . which 

| God giveth for the Sins of the World. 

For God ſo loved the World, :that he ; 
gave his only begotten Son todie and / 
{hed his Blood for us. From, | 


SIR, 


Tour 


Faithful and Afertd. 


l Ca _ 
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| bleſſed for ever. Amen. 
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\ A Fourth Letter, 


WOT On Ce Cn 


. ( , . . 
Concerning the Unitarians, 
unlgatly called Socmians. 


S I RR, 


\u E are come to the laſt part.of 
W/ our Task, - the Texts of the 
Epiſtles and Revelation, and 

the Anſwers of the Socinians tothem. 
(1.) Rom. 1.3. Jeſus Chriſt aur Lord, 
which was made of the Stedof David;accor- 
ding.to the Fleſh. Rom.g. 5. Of whom, as 
concerning 'the Fleſh, Chriſt game ;. who 


.#.over all, God bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


Syriac and by ſome Pallages in Jenatime 
and other Father LOT, L vs Wnt, da 
was not originally-in tius Text garthey 


Anſw. (1.) Iris ver Hig in hy the 


C2158.) 
read it thus, Of whom as concerning 
the Fleſh. Chriſt came, who is bleſſe 
8bove all for ever. 2. But admitting 
the reading in the vulgar Editions of 
the Greek, the Greek Words (as Eraf- 
mus and Curcellew obſerve) ſhould 
have been thus tranſlated, Of whom, 
as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came; 
God who i over all be bleſſed for ever. 
For the Words are a Thankſgiving for 
Chriſt, and for his Exaltation. The 
Addition of the word Amen, proper 
in Prayers and Thankſgivings, doth 
much countenance this Tranſlation. 
3.” Theſe Words, according to the Fleſh, 
and as concerning "the Fleſþ,never ſignify 
(as Trinitarians would here interpret 
them) according to his humane Nature, 
- - Chriſt had alſo a Divine Nature : 

_ 3. My Kinſmen according to 
the Fleſh. 


Ron. 4.1. Abraham, our - | 


Father as ax hampyr to the Fleſh. Col. 

3. 22, Servants 'obey in all things "ep 
Maſters actording to the Fleſh. 

| be Abraham or Payl's Kinlmen, po 

& Maſters a Diyine Nature, becauſe 


A 
| 
a 
f 


( 249 ) 
theſe Words, according to the Fleſh, and 
4 pertaining to the Fleſh, are uſed of 
them? /The Truth is, theſe Phraſes 
are. only as much as to ſay accordingto 
the Body'; and are to fignity that Abre- 
ham is the Father of the Jews, accord- 
ing to their Bodies, az.God is the Father 
of their Souls or Spirits: and that the 
Tews were Paul's Kinſmen according 
to the Body, but, not of. Kin to him in 
Reſpe& of Likeneſs in Faith or Man- 
ners: alſo that Maſters are Mafters 
over our Bodies, not. of our Minds or 
Spirits.. '' Therefore 1n the other Texts 
alſo, where Chriſt is ſaid to. be of the 
Seed of Abraham, of .1/rael, and of Da- 
vid, according to the Fleſh ; the mean- 
ing can only be,-thatas to his Body or 
outward Man, he deſcended of the 
Houſe of David, and of the Stock of 
Iſrael and Abraham, his Soul or Spiric 
being from God. 

(2.) Rom. 2.16. God ſball judg the 
Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
4+. 5. Whoboth will bring to light the hid- 
den things of” Darkneſs, and will make 

H 4 Me 


( v0 ) 
ifelf the Coun of "Hearts, 
= Knowledg wry hath, or at $7 
Jaft Judgment all have of the Secrets 
of Fearts, is purely by Revelationfrom 
God, and the Divine Word communica» 
te ro him, Rev. 1, t. The Revelation 
of of us Chriſt, which God: gave #0 him, 
ro ſhew unto his Servants. 
(3,) Rom. 10. 12. The {ame Lorg 
4ll is rich nnto all that call upon him. 
Anfo Phis and what follows is ſpoken 
EY -gotof' Chriſt, 
J*x Cor. x: 2,3. LH that-ins avey 
cn a all on the Name of Feſwus Chrif 
Er. 3. Grace be to you and Peate from 
Goll our Ferker and from the'Lord Je- 
fur Anſw. 1. *AS to the former of 
theſe Fexts: ſe hiv? Aﬀs 9.14, 21, For 
all that is there faid, —_—— here 
alſo. - 2. But as to ver. '3, It ſhows 
fairy that Chriſt"ts-not God, for-it 
peaks of him as adiſtin& and different 
Perſon \from God : ” Therefore (Grace 
and Feace 45 -wifhed.. to the-C oxinthians 
_ od, 'as rhe Euthor of every good 
& ny And from —_ 
ro 


_ 
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(to-u{c:the Words of Origen ). as. the 
Procurer by his Interceffion - with 


(54) 1 Cor.6. 9. Tour Body #s the 


Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 2-Cor. 6, 


16.. Te ure Temples of the liuing God. 
Hnſw. The Holy Ghoſt or Spirit being 
the Joſpiratian and; Power of Gad,, 
the me Bodies that are Temples of 
one, muſt.ngeds be Temples alſo of the 
other; - 

(6.) 1 Cor.10.9. Neither lat us tempt 
Chritt, us ſome of them alſo tempted, 
and were deſtroyed of Serpents. It. had 
beenJaid before at wer, 4. They drank of 
that... ſpiritual Rack that followed thens, 
and that Rock was Chriſt. Anſw.1. The 
Rock: was \Chriſt, got really, but a» 


Signification, it ſignified and pr 6d 
Or for which reaſon *tis called « 


ſpiritus!- Rock. $0 St. Auſtin, comer 


Adverſe. Leg. et Prophet. 1. 2. 5. 6. This 
Interpretation is confirmed by Inftag- 
ces..of: hike Nature, Gem. 41. 26. The 
feven good Kine are ſeven Tears, aud 
the ſeven good Eors are ſeven Tous : 

C þ * i £ 


(-122 ) | 
thatis, they ſignify and prefigure ſe- 
ven Years of plenty. This Rock pre- 
figured Chriſt, as he is the true Rock 
of his People and Church: Its Waters 
F ; -alfo ſignified Chriſt, for as they were } | 
| rhe' Refreſhment and Life of the 1ſra- 3 
| elites in the Wilderneſs ; ſo is Chriſt of 
the rrue 1/rae/ of God, in the howling ! 
Wilderneſs of this preſent World. 
'2, Whereas we are bid at ver. 9.. not 
to fempt Chriſt, "tis to be noted that 
the ancient and true reading of this 
Text is, Let us not tempt God.  S, 
Epiphanins hath left upon record, that 
it was the Heretick Marcion who cor- 
rupted this Text, by putting Chri# for 
God in the Copies by him publiſhed, 
Epiphan: L. 1.T. 3. p. 358. Edit. Petav. 
But admitting the reading in'the Eng- 
liſh Bibles, yet the ſenſe will be, Ler 
as not tempt ( that is, murmur againſt ) 
Chriſt; as the T/raelites tempred or 
murmured againft God in the Wilder- 
. neſs. - That tempring God and Chriſt 
is rightly interpreted by murmuring 4- 
gainſt them, appears by Nunb. 14. 27, 
28, 29, (7-) 
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' (7) 1 Cor. 12: 4, 5, 6,11; There are 
Diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spi- 
xit ; — Differences of Adminiſtrations, 
but the ſame Lord; ——Diverſities of 
Operations, but it is the ſame God which 
worketh all in all.  — All theſe worketh 
that one and the ſame Spirit. Anſw. 
The plain meaning is, God and his 
Spirit ; that is, God by his Spirit and 
Inſpiration, worketh that great Divers» 
ſity of Gifts, ( Prophecy, Tongues, 
Healing) which were in the Chriſti- 
ans of thoſe times: and that though 
there are different Adminiftrations 
(that'is, Orders of Men) in theChurch, 
yet BY are all under one Lord or Head, 
even Chriſt. bY 
(8.) 2 Cor. 8.9, Te know the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he 
was rich, yer for our ſakes he became poor, 
that we through his Poverty might become 
rich. Anſw. The ſenſe is, Such was 
the Fayour and Love of Chriſt to Man- 
kind, that in his own Perſon he ſet us 
| an Example of Mortification and Self- 
3 denial, in his livinga poor ſort of Life ; 


though 
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thoygh 'tis certain he.could have lived 


inthe greateſt Splendor, Dignity, .apd | 
Plenty. He that could.mpltiply þ e | 
the 


Loavesand. Fiſhes, and the Wine at 


Wedding of Cara, need not have wan- | 


ted any. of the Comforts of Lite ; if 


for our Sakes (that we Gentiles might | 
be rich and bleſſed for ever) he had | 


not chole to imploy himſelf in preach- 
ing, and making Diſciples who might 
be his Agents in planting the Word -of 
the Goſpel over all.the World. 

(9.) 2 Cor. 12.8, 9. 1 beſought the 
Lord thrice, that .it might depart from 
mie. i=—Therefore I mill rather, glory 
in my IJnfirmities, that the Power of 


Chrit may reft on me. Anſw. He be-| 


ought the Lord, -thatis, he .beloyght | 
God. The Power of . Chriſt here 1s the | 
Strength or Power which Chri# pracures, 
by :his general Mediation (for all bis | 
Chuxch,. and every Member of it) | 
with-God. :;So:the ſenk is, that what | 


my Lord Chriſt can do and procure for 
me-with God, may abide on ms, hame- 


Iy Power and Strength either to over- | 
[ | come | 


i aS a@w a i. i. _— I 
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| come or bear this Affliction. But'note 
that the Secimians, forthe moſt part of. 


them, do grant that. zhe Word'or Power 


{ of Gad abiding on Chriſt, doth qualify 


him both to hear our Prayers, andto 
{ſuccour us in all Diſtreſles. 

(10.) 2 Cor. 13. 14. The Grace of 
our Lord Fefus Chrif, the Love of God, 
and the Comprunion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you; Anſw. 1. This Text demon- 
ſtrates, that neither the Lord Chriſt, 
nor the Holy. Spirit are God, for it 
plainly diſtinguiſhes them from God. 
2. The ſenſe of the whole Verſe-is, L 
wiſh-you the continual Favour and In- 
terceilion of Chriſt ;. for you are- not 
unknown to him, ſeeing the Angels 
ot whom he is made King and Head) 
ignify to- him your State and Conditi- 
on, Rev. 5.6. Heb. 1. 14. I wiſh you, 
as- an Effe& of. Chriſt's Intercethon, 
the Love of God or the Father : and 
as the Conſequence of that, a plefiti- 
tiful: Communication-- of. God's Holy 


_ 


Io it or Inſpiration, together with aH- 
the Efifts of it. © 
II.) 
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(11,). Gal. 1; 1, 12. Paul a» Apoſtle, 
wot of Man, neither by Men, but by Fe- 
ſus Chrift, and God the Father, —1 
weither received it of Man, neither was I 
taught it, but by Revelation of Jeſu 
Chriſt. Anſw. As we truely fay the 
Holy Bible is the Word not of Men; 
but of God ; becauſe though it was 
ſpoken and written by Men, yet it 


roceedeth (as to the meter of it) 


trom the Inſpiration of, and Dire&ion 
from God : So Pal rightly denies he 
is made an Apoſtle by Man, be- 
cauſe he. was made one by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who in all things aQted b 
the Spirit and DireQtions of God, 
Briefly, Not of Man, neither by Man 
in theſe Verſes, is only as much as 
to ſay, not by humane Authority, 


but by Authority from God by the 


Lord CErift. Mi 

 (r2.) Eph. 3. 9g. Who created all 
things by Jeſus Chrit. Anſw. Though 
the Words might have been rendred, 
Who created alf things for Jeſus Chriſt, 


(ke on Heb; 1,2.) yetthe truth js, theſe - 


- Words 
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| Words, by or for Jeſus Chriſt, were not 


| originally in this Text, but added tq it. 


8 For it. appears by . the moſt ancient 
{ Greek Copies, and by the Syriac and 
! Latin, as alſo by ſeveral of the Fathers, 
# that the true reading. here 1s only thus, - 


| Who created all things. | 
(13.) Phil. 2. 5, 6, 7,8. Let this 

i Mind be iz you, which was in Chriſt Je- 
i ſus; who being in. the' Form of God, 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
God : But made himſelf of no Reputati- 
0n, and took upen him the Form of a 
Servant. And being found in Faſhion 
4s a Man; he humbled himſelf and be- 
came obedient unto Death, even the Death 

f the. Croſs : Wherefore God hath highly 
x4lted him,and given him a Name p 6. 
very Name. Anſw. It cannot be the 
Deſign of the former part - of theſe 
ords, to intimate that Chriſt is God ; 
becauſe *tis at laſt added, that God harh 
xalted him and given him « Name above 
ry Name ; for theſe Words plainly 
diſtinguiſh. Chriſt- from, God, ;as one 
rho 1s n6t\ himſelf God, but exalted 


by 


, ( 128 
by Got. This and\ other. Conliderati« 
ons, has obliged chemore judicions and 
learned Trinitarieny, to meegpret this 
whole Context of Chriſt, as he i _— 
and to-tranflate fornewhar otherws 
than we have- done in the Enpliſf 
bn render andimerpret'rhie: Words 

Ver. $- Let this Mind bu is you, that 
was in Chriſt Feſas'; ive. beyohumble 
and” lowly | as the' Lord Chriſt: was; 


Ver. 3,4 
Ver:-6., Who being” tw the Form of 


God. 5. e. who being made tike: to 
God ; nd namely: by a Commutkai- 
on” r6/hiin' of Divine and mirmevion 


Power © over Diſeaſes, Devits, the 
Grave, the Wind, - the Seas,- vs © 
Committed not Robbery by: 
hinsfelf to' God il #; did not rob# 
of hu Honor, by hdres to 
himſelf tobe God; or equaFry God!- 
Ver. 7. Bus while himſelf off >>" Bites 


puration'; i.e. choſe! a podr Life\» Hes | 


a: Perſon of ne Repetition "0s Mk 
rit- 


And | 


—a——— 
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And took wpon him the Form of # Ser+ 
vat ; 1.e. became. like a Servant ; 
poſſeſiing nothing of his own,,- and 
uffering Injuries and Reproaches with- - 
out making Reply or ſeeking Revenge. 
Being a Preacher of Mortification, Hu- 


A mility and Self-denial, he lived up to 


the height of his Doctrine. 

Ver. 8. Being made like other Men; 
in the tommon Similitude of Man; he 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient un- 
to Death; i.e. being a Man in all re- 
ſpeQs like other Men, (Sinexcepted ) 
he always expreſſed a-great Humility 3 
and , notwithſtanding that he could 
have delivered himſelf from them, yet 
was ' he obedient even to evil Magi- 
ſtrates ; and without Reſiſtanceunder: 
went that Death, which their Wick- 
edne and Malice prepared for him. 
| Ver. 9. Wherefore God hath highly ex- 
alted him. For this, as well as other 
cauſes, he is now by God advanced e- 
ver above Angels ; the .very Angels 
being put ucdder his DireAions, — | 

I (14) 


(tv) 


Phil.3.2r. Ws [Bl has 7 ju 
vih bi thit ve Hay be Albion HG Fe 
to bis glorious Ho; 7 ea ding to the 
wright ori whereby he bs wt ta ſub- 
fue ill things to Withſelf. —_— See On 
Tohn 6. 44: and on ohis 5. 19. places 
Pe to this. 

6.) Col. 1 5. The Image f the invi- | 
ghd Heb. 7 To mage of 


1. Theſe Text 
. Fab wr Sick is > noe; 
it e, that 
mags Rok be he be the "ey being o Ark 
It is. 2. tara: 
& Fein to 5g? that Chri 
is Ge, Fre + Oe Þ - faith = 
nl, t is 7 4 
Oh of Ol. x 3. = 
A. of 


(16.) ol. x. x5 
CO NIEY Goll, Ae woke O07 
Crelttvve. ut things 


ereathtl that Se iy Hein and that are 
i —_ Abd Be 35 


| things, 
C Chit is {ah NE; 


Anſo. 1. 
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Teas 


"J 


Ta © 


O' & 
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Fo 
Creature, not abſolutely, as if he was 
in being before all other Creatures 3 
but the meaning is. he is :he fir fb-born 
from the tlead o all God's Creatures. 
He is the fitft that was raiſed from the 
dead (and thus as it were born again 
into the World) fo as never to die a- 
Ba in, but forthwith injoy eternal Life. 
hus in this very Context is the firſt- 
boru explained, ver. 18. He is the Hhad 
of rhe Body the Church, who is > 
ting the firfi-born from the dead. 2 
Words, For by him wy all things om 
ta, &c. are not ; ©: of pee 
bit of God; The ſenſe of the wr 
Context i is this, the _ Chrift is the 
mot Image of the inviſible 
God, the fitfftborn frown rhe dead of eve- 
ry Creatuie ; for (OColoſiens) by him, 
even by the ifviſible God, _—__ 
rhivgs ns; they 
ur Philoſophers have rnighe 
by Tor Eternity, nor (as others' 
Ly aro from the accidental Con- 
coutſe of Avoiis; oo al of Ay" 


Q 


C v32 }: 
ther:things- in / Heaven, or: things. 4m 
Earth'; whether-they be :Thrones or 
Dominions, or Principalities,; or Pow- 
ers) are Creatures, and were by Gygd: 
created, who 1s before them all,, and 
by hun they all conſiſt, But he is the. 
Head of the Body the Church, who is 
the Beginning and firſt-born from the 


dead, even the Lord Chrift, 3. They 
obſerve farther, that the moſt learned 


and critical Interpreters of the Trint- 


| terians, do not think that Creationis 


in. this Context aſcribed to Chriſt, 
Fhey interpret this Context thus, The 
moſt Beloved ({0 firit-born is uſed by the 
Hebrews: and Hellenifts ; Exod. 4: 22. 
Pſal. 89. 27. Jer. 31.9.) of every Crea- 
tare, or the Chief and Head of every 


Creature. So Camero, Piſcator, Deo- 


dat, Dally, Vorſtius, Davenant, Grott- 
us. For by him were all things modelled, 
whether they be things in Heaven, 6r 
things in Earth, modelled, not created. 
So of the Ancients, even Athenafinc, 
and St. Cyril, and Fulgentias : So allo 
Alfon- 


”" ww” a * = aa Ams aww 
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Alfonſus; Salmere; © Arias  Montanus, 
Grotius, and many more, "The Lord 
Chriſt .is faid to madel (or order) all 
things on Earth, becauſe of the great 
change he introduced.; aboliſhing Ju- 
daiſm and -Paganiſm (the only Religi- 
ons. then: in the World) and introdu- 
cing Chriſtianity in their {tead, | He 
new ordered or. modelled the Thrones, 
Dominions; . P:1ncipalities, Powers, 
(and other Anigelick- Orders). in. Hea- 
ven, inthat he became their Head and 
King (whereas they--were before im- 
mediarely. under: God) and giveth. to 
them from time to time fuch Orders 
and -Dire&ions: as\.to -him ſeem good, 
1 Pet. 3.22. Rev.'1.1. Rev. 5.6. 

 Whereas/tis added-at. ver. 17. He is 
before all things : They underſtand it 
thus, heis in Worth and Excellence, as 
well as Dignity and Power, before all 
other Perſons and things; 4d 6 him 
al things conſiſt ; 4.8. By his wile Pro» 
vidence and Government they conſiſty 
or x fall: into no Diſarder and Conlulſon. 
3 4+ vt, 


(734). 
. St. Chryſoftom goes away by himſelf. 

” Cadet ands 'ndeed, wer. 16. of 
Chriſt, but he renders it not, for by 
him were all things created, but thus, 
the moſt beloved of every Creature, for 
for him were all things created that are 
in Heaven, and that are in Earth, ov. 
So that the ſenſe here-is the ſame with 
whatis ſaid, Heb.1.2. Whom he (God) 
hath eppoimted Heir of all things; i.e. 
All things were originally made with 

to Chriſt, that they might be 
fubje&ted one day to him, and ; be 
mage Heir or Lord (under God his Fa- 
ther) of them. 

-(x9.) Col. 2. + In him are hid all 
the Treaſures of i{dom and Kyonleag. 
Apſw. 1. The Socinians grant, that in 
Chriſt are ineftimable Treaſures -bay 
Wiſdom, given to him by Ged. 

2. It has been obſerved by others, __ 
this particular Verſe and its Context 
thould have been thus tranflated, to the 


Acknowledgment' of the of 
God oe he Father, and of Gra L 


(3135) 


40 whjch (ze. 18 which Myſtery) are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


Knowled : 

(18:) Col. 2, 9. In him dwelleth the 
Fe of the Golbeat bodily, and ye are 
campleat in hips ; Or, yo are filled by him, 
of 1, 'Tis alſo ſaid, Eph. 3. g. Fhar 

e (ye Eqbeſieps) might be filled with 
al the Fu, Incl of G And this = 
Text of the : Colas fith, that the 
Fulneſs 0 of God (or of the Godhead) 
ad fo in-Chrift, that we are filled by 

zith the "fame. Therefore the 
Pek of God or of the Godhead here, 
a the Falneſs of the Knowleds of Gad, 


or of + Gadhead : this dwelt in 
Chriſt, and with this he hath fled or 


| Dk us Chrifgians. Thijs Know- 


is aid to dwell in Chriſt badily, 

i others tranſlate) ſubſtantially 
ppoſitiog to that ts og 

br CEES Pn ed g of God, 
t was to in the 0 

Philoſoph ers of the Ao = 4 phy 
Tl a Fg time were in great Fn 
I 4 among 
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among the- Colofians and other Greek 
Nations afid Colomes. This Interpre- 
tation is confirmed by wer, 8. and al- 
dox Interpreters. * | 

(19.) 1 Thefl. 3.11, 12. God him- 
ſelf and our Father, and our Lord Je- 
of#s Chri# diret# (in the Greek, proſper) 
our way unto you: Anſw. Paul whbeth 
that the Lord Chriſt may proſper his 
way ; meaning, by his general Inter- 
ceſlion with God for all his Miniſters 
and 'other Labourers in the 'Gofpel; 
.as alſo by his Angels, who are Chriſt's 
Agents,'{ent forth to miniſter to (5. e. 
to prote&t and help) thoſe that ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1.14. 1 Pet. 
3. 22. Rev. 1.1. (Rev. 5.6. But it is 
added. at wer. 12. of this third to the 
Coloſſians, And the Lord make you to en- 
creaſe and abound in Love. Anſw. If 
theſe Words are to be underſtood of 
Chriſt; It muſt be faid that the Lord 
Chriſt cauſeth us to abound in Love, 
and all other Graces, partly by his Go- 


lowed by the moſt learned and Ortho- I 


ipel 


| (137 ) LD 
ſpel; partly by his Interceſſion- with 
him, who1s the Giver of every good 
{ and perfe& Gift, Heb. 7.25. See alſo 
| what has been ſaid on As 9. 14, 21. 
| (20,)' 2 Theſſ. 2,16,17. Our Lord Je- 
ſus, —comfort your Hearts ; and efta- 
bliſh you in every good Word and Work. 
Anſw. See on 1 Theſſ. 311,12; * 
(21.) 1 Tim. 3. 16. Without Contro- 
werſy,” great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God was manifeſt in the Fleſh,” juſtified 
in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, —belie- 
ved on in the World, received up into 
Glory. Anſw. it appears by the Syri- 
ac, Latin, Ethiopic, Armenian, Ars: 
bic, and moſt ancient Greek Bibles ; 
as alſo by the firſt Council of Nice, and 
a great many Citations out of "the Fa- - 
thers both Greek and Latin ; that the 
Word God was not originally in this 
Text, but added to it: For they read 
it thus, * Without Controverſy great is 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs, which was ma- 
nifeſt by Fleſh, (that is, by Man, by 
the Miniſtry of Men, even Jeſus - 
$ 


( 138 ) 


bis Apoſtles ) juſtified by be Pirie: A \f j 
proved by Miracles done by the Spirit | c 
or Power of God) ſeen of Angels (4. c. q 
diſcovered to Angels, who greatly de- 
fired to underſtanc this Secret, and the a 
Particulars and. Cauſes of it, Eph. 3: - 
IO, II, 1 Pet. 1, 12, ) believed on in| 1 
the Worlg, received with Glory ; that hi 
is, entertained in moſt places with the b 
N 
cl 
(G 
to 


greacel Reſpet and Honour, Gel. 4, 
:N ote that the Goſpel is here called 
eter, becauſe it was {© long rage 
<, and fo late fs frm i Ep and 

Myſte odline(s, trom its E 

namel i (oo it diſpoſeth bh | 

Mipds to true Piety and Godline(s. | 

N ote alſo that i i Way ” Maccdonins (the 

2d) Patriarch of Conſtantinople, that 

corrupted this Text Ty s Yeagn [n 

of Ag God inſtead E : WOF 
5 $09 Br f r thus "2 other peck 
(eb p Bi he UML 
i Y about the F inp 
#. Admutting the word Ged wers oy; 
y 
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read in the yulgar Copies of the 

Mer yet if you will make ſenſe, you 
muſt thus tranſlate and interpret, great 

i« the Myſtery of Godlineſs, G Tod wer ma- 
nifefted 2, (5.e. God's Nature 
and Will was maniſſed by Fleſh 
that is, of y Mans p: Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, to us Gentiles) wes juſts- 
—_ ” the Spirit (4, 8. the fame will 30d 
'4:] Nature of God was verited by Fw 
cles done by the Spirit or Power of 
God) was ſeen of Angels, ( was known 
to the Angels - WP ere very. delirgus 
to ug his new Revelation) 
believe ou in . e World, received with 
Glory or gloriouſh. 

(22,) [ Tim. 6. 7” I5, 16 "Ont 
the appearing of agſh Lord 7 Tow Cir 
which in his time 
the 1 ed and only bank, - ws" 
no Myr hath ſeen, ner cax ſee. 
The la{t Words ſhew, that Fw. 
Lord Chriſt, but God is 
this whoſe Deſcrigtioa. 


WP, 


(23.) 


(140). 


 (23.) 2 Tim. 3:16. All Scripture | 


& given by Inſpiration from God. 2 Pet. 
I. 21." Holy Men of God ſpake as 'they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt." Anſw. 
The Holy Ghoft or Spirit being only 
the Inſpiration and Power of God; it 
is truly ſaid, that the Scriptures:which 
proceeded from that Inſpiration, did 
proceed from God ; and that thofe who 
were ated by that Inſpiration, were 
ated by God. ; ING" 
 (24,) Titus 2. 13. Lookeng for the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chrifft. Anſw. 1. 
Nothing hinders, but that we may be- 
lievethat not only the Lord Chrift; but 
God. himſelf, will appear at the aſt 
Judgment. So that Chriſt is ſaid to- 
judg the World, becauſe he ſhall pro- 
nouncethe Decree and Sentence of God, 
and order the Anpels to execute it, 
$o ſeveral of the Fathers underſtood 
this Text. 2. But the Truth 1s,- the 
Words in the Greek are thus, Looking 
ipr the appearing of the Glory of the 
p great 
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| great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Where the Glory of the ' great God isthe 
Pomp,; Power, and Angels that God, 
even+the Father, will cauſe to accom- 
pany . the Lord Chriſt on that Day, 
Matth. 16. 27, The Son ſhall appear in 
the Glory of his Father, with his (the 
Fathers). 4ngels. 

(25.) Heb. r. 2. By whom alſo he 
made the Worlds. Anſw. Grotius ren- 
ders the Greek thus, For whom he made 
the Worlds, The Author (faith Gro. 
tivs) writing to the Hebrews, refers to 
a Maxim received among them, that 
the World was made for the Meſſias. 
This Tranſlation ſuits well with what 
went before, whom he hath appointed 
Heir of all things : for what can be ' 
more agreeable, than that the World 
ſhould be made for him, who is a 
pointed Heir or Lord of it ? Others 
render the Words thus, By whom he 
made the Ages; underſtanding hereby, 


the Goſpel-Ages, or Times. 
| (26.) 


( 141 ) 


* the Word of bit 3 Or, govern- 
ing all things by his Powttfal Word. 
Aſi. This is to be undetftood of God's 


Ways than it wis communicated to 
himby 606d, and did abide oft him. For 
the whole Context runs thys, Who 


(Thrift) being the LAY of his 


(God's Ofory, #14 the expreſs In 
his (God's) Perſon, ani (itt 
rn rf Wins Wok So the fon 

hriſt upholds the Government _ 
Otter of the on both in Heaven 
nd Earth, he s the Ahpels zh 

ifs of Heaven, and the Check tb 
fitart on _ by cle Word (5. eh 
Power) of God ons to hirh Ie ra0N 
meaſure : See alo on John r.1, &c 

(27.) Heb. 1.5. Thom at my Soy. 
Au(w. Sec oh Pf 2.7, in de ſecond 
Eetrer. 

(28.) Heb. 1.6. Hewes Wii 
&th the firſs-eegotten into the World, 
Ki, 


(26.) Heb. = , Phdetling uf thy) 


Word or Power ; not of Chriſt's, other- | 
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| ſaith, And let all the Angels of God wot- 
ſhip him, Anſw. See on Pfal. 97.7. 
iy rh ſecond Letter. But as to the 

word Firft-begotten or Fitſt-born, it 

doth not belong to Chriſt only, in 
the ſenſes of it. Chriſt is A mi ity 
God's firſt-begotten or Firſt-born == 
the deed ; as was ſaid on Col. 1.16, but 
other reſpe&ts others alfoare ſo called, 
Teas is Gods +a #gw% Exod. 4. 22. 
and David, Pſal: 89. 26, 27, for this 
ing, in the Hebrow, ſignifies or- 
« wp y, no pom t _—_ molt belo- 


mich beloved, as is apparent 
from ane Texts laſt cited, and from Fer. 


. I1.17 
' Gg: 7 I. $. Unto the Son, the - 
fark, by Throne, O God, is for ever. 
nſw. In the Greek *tis, unto the >” 

he lah, 6 God « thy Throne Gem 
Seat, Reſting-Place, and E abi 

ment) for #ver. So Grotite. 

(30.) Heb. x. 10, Ad thos Lord in 
the 1% args ha#. Iuid the Fondation 
of the Earth. Anſw. See on P/al. 105. 


23- 
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45, from whence theſe Words are ta- 
ker. ] | 

'(31.) Heb. 2. 14. For as much as the 
Children are partakers of Fleſh and Blood, 
he alſo himſelf took part of the ſame. 
Anſw. The Sacinians do not deny, that 
the Soul of Chriſt took part in Fleſh 
and Blood, that is, (vas incarnate ; 
as his Children, (that 1s, his People) 
were alfo Partakers in Fleſh and 
Blood. | 

(32.) Heb. 2. 16. He took not 0» him 
the Nature of Angels, but he took on hin 
' the Seed of Abraham. — In the 

Greek, and in the Margin of our Bibles, 
tis, He taketh not hold of Angels, (3. e. 
he ſaved not from Ruin, and from ut- 
ter and final falling into Perdition,- the 
Apoſtate Angels) but of the Seed of A- 
braham he taketh hold; i.e. he faveth 
the Seed of Abraham. The Author 
here mentioneth only the Seed of Abra- 
ham, becauſe this Epiſtle was written 
only to the Hebrews. Unleſs perhaps 
by the Seed of Abraham, he meaneth 

Hbr ae 
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Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, all the faiths. 


ful, all true Believers. 


(33.) Heb. 3. 5, 6. He who hath 


' builded the Houſe, hath more Honour 


his own- Houſe, whoſe Houſe are we. Anſw. 
The Houſe here is not Mens Bodzes, but 
the Charch of Chriſt ; which (under 
God) he is truly faid fo build, partly 
by himſelf, partly by.his Miniſters: 

- (34.) Heb. 4. 15, 16. We have not 
as - High-Prieſt, whith cannot be touched 
with the Feeling of our 1 a ; but 
was in all points tempted 4s we arc; 
—Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace. Anſw. We are en- 
couraged here to pray with Aſſurance 
and Faith to God, by this Argument or 
Conſideration, that our High-Prieft 
and Interceſſor having been in out very 
Circumſtances, is touched with a true 
Feeling of our - Infirmities, and there- 
fore doth with great Earneſtneſt inter- 
cede for us all in general, 


K (35) 


than the haſe ——Chrift as a Sor over 


F- (x46) 
(35.) Heb. 7. 3-' Without Father, 


| without Mother, ——having neither Be: 
| ginzing. of Days, nor end of | Life : but 
mane like unto the Son of God,' «bideth. « 
Prieſt for ever. Anſw, Allacknowledg 
that theſe Words are ſpoken of Melchi- 
zedec: And. that . becauſe. neither - his 
Father nor Mother, nor the time of 
his Birth or Death, are mentioned in 
Scripture; he is therefore ſaid to be 
withour Father or Mother, and with- 
out Beginning of Days, or end of Life. 
But he 15 not BED like the Son of Gad 
(the time of whole Birth and Daath is 
recorded in Scripture ; and'whoſe Me 
ther was bleſſed Mary, and his Father 
the everlaſting God) but he is like the 
Son of God, in that he abjdeth-a Prieſt 
for ever. ' 

"(36,)' Heb. 10. 5. A Body haſt thou 
prepared for me. Anſw. "Tis undoubs 
ted, that God prepared a Body for the 
Soul of Chriſt. | | 

(37.) Heb.11.26. Efteewing ( 5. e.. Meo> 
ſes efteeming) the Reproach of Chri#, 


grea- 


' 


(JJ, . -*;; 
mmf Riches thuti the Treaſares of E- 
gyp Anſw,- The ſenſe is, \Mofes pres 
cred: being -reproached. and ii uſtd: 
by Phariiohand the Egyprians (as Chriſt 
was repreached and abuſed, when he 
came'to.detiver- rhe true Iſrael of Gog, 
fron-the-Bondage of Sin and Satan ) 
before: all the Freafures and Riches, 
whicty hs as-an adopted Son of Phara+ 


qY 


o/fs\Daugh 5 Won 7 have' expetted 
and wy it E So Grotins, and 
others the”: oft eſteemed Interpre-< 
tops, | 


- 2% 13.8. Jeſs the ane you 


ou Yoddy, ad for ever. Anſw. This 
ted'to whar here: follows,” be 108 


card 48.9)- with: ddvirſe and firange 


; 9S an Argument to periwade 
Np "m-'the "true Fanh, Fhe 


| ſenfdlicz Loos Chrift and his Go- 


{p&-is the {amet that'itr always 
=” be not therefre ontatd ibouele) 
E ine: Ye will by -_ 
poriends find; chile” 99's pood thin 
be: ho Grace of: the 

\ K 2 el; ; 
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ſpel; and not in Doltrines abqut Meats, 
which the Fews from the Mofaic Law, 
and the Gentiles from the DiQtates 
. of theirPhiloſophers, ſo much urge. 
(39.) 1 Pet. 1.11. Searching what, 
and what manner of time the Spirit of 
Chrift which was in them did ſignify, 
when it teſtified before-hand the Soffcrings 
of Chri. Anſw. 1. The Spirit of 
Chriſt, that is, the ſame Spirit of Pro- 
phecy that was in Chriſt. Or 2. The 
Prophetick Spirit in them which ſpoke 
of Chriſt. So Grotize interprets here. . 
Others confirm his Interpretation. by 
obſerving,. that che Spirit of Truth, and 


the Spirit of Error mentioned, 3: Foh 


4. 6. are thoſe Spirits which ſpeak 


* 
the. - 


Truth, and teach Error. So we. call 


Virgil the Poet of Eneas, and- 


#X 


of Achilles and Vliſſes, becauſe they 


have written and ſpoken of 'Exeqs, 


chilles and Vliſſes. 


-» 


As 


(40.) 1 Per. 3. 19, 20. Quickned by 
the. Spirit, by which. alſo; he. went. and 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon,: m | 

S EI B- ome- 
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ſometimes were diſobedient, —in the 
days of Noah. Anſw. This Text 
ſeems to ſpeak of Chriſt's deſcent into 
Hell. The ſenſe is, Chriſt being dead, 
was ſhortly quickned,or broughtto Life 
again by the Spirit- or Power of God : 

Tx alſo (that is, by aſſiſtance 

which Spirit) he preached and 
ſpoke to the Spirits impriſoned in 
Hell, who would not harken to Noah 
who in his Life-time preached Righte- 
ouſneſs tothem, 2 Pet. 2. 5. Cardinal 
Bellarmine has quoted above thirty of 
the Fathers,who i interpret this Text af- 
ter this manner. The Interpretation 
ſeems the by 1 Pet. 4. 6. For 
this cauſe was the G, pel preached alſo to 
them that are dead. For that he ſpeaketh 
of the real dead, appears by the forego- 
ing verſe. 

Gp x John 1.1, &c. That which 
was: from the Beginning, —which we 
wy cen with our Eyes, —of the Word 

ie. —declare we unto you, Anſw. 
The ord of = here is the Golpel, 
K 3 c 
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Theſenſe is, we. declare or preach to 
youthat Goſpel or: Word of Life, which 
from ' the Beginning was in the Mind 
and Decree of the Father. $0 St. Joha 
explains himſelf in theſe Words at wer. 
3. That eternal Life which was with the 
Father, and -was manifeſted ta us, He 
calleth the'Word of Life, eternal Life; 
as 'tis the ordinary and appointed 
means and way to eternal Life. He 
faith, he had heard it, and ſees it with 
his Eyes, and handledit with his Hands ; 
to fignify by theſe Expreflions, that it 
was fully, certainly, and perfeQly 
known to him. For the Hebrews ufe 
to expreſs full and certain Knowledg 
of things, by Words and Phraſes bor. 
rowed trom the ſenſes. 

(42.) x John 3.16. Hereby perceive 
we the Love of God, becauſe he laid down 
his Life for #s. 'Axſwm. Neither the 
Syriac, nor almoſt any Greek Copy of 
the Bible, hath the-Word God in this 
Fext, Fhe true reading is, hereby 
petfceive we his Love, becauſe he 
CE]: $02 A (Chriſt) 


OO a.,* Xx a20 
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RG | 1.1 "98 : 
(Chriſt ) laid dowa his Life for ys, 
2, Admitting the reading in the Eng- 
liſh Bible, yer .he_ in this Text is not 
God ; but Chriſt he So of God, who 
was mentioned wer. 8. So Grotizs. And 
the Interpretation is certain, for God 


cannot lay down his Life. 


(43.) x John 4. 3. Every Spirit that 
confeſſeth not, that Chriſt is come in the 
Flefh, #s not of God. Anſw. This ſay- 
ing, # come in the Fleſh, (or in Fleſh, 
for ſo *tis in the Greek) is oppoſed to 
thoſe falſe Prophets and Teachers, thar 


- affirmed Chriſt had not a real Body of 


Ftſh and Blood, but a ſpiritual; and 
conſequently was not a true Man, nor 


the Off-ſpring of David. On the con- 


trary St. Johz here teaches that Chriſt 
fs come 'in Fleſh, or in the Fleſh.; -that 
is, was clothed with a real Body of real 


_ Fleſh. 


(44.) 1 John 5. 7. There are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe - 
three are one. Anſw. 1. This verle'was 
K 4 not _ 


(152) 
not originally in the Bible, but has been 
added to it. *Tis not found in the 
moſt ancient Copies of the Greek, nor 
in the Syrjae, or Arabick, or Ethiopic, or 
Armenian Bibles, nor in the moſt anci- 
ent Latin-Bibles. *Tis not acknow- 

ledped by the Fathers, who treated 
: profeffedly of this Queſtion of the Tri- 
"ity; £15 wholly rejeQted by abundance 
of: the moſt learned Criticks and Inter- 
pretgts, and by all acknowledged to be 
doybrful and uncertain. 2, Admit- 
ting this verſe to be genuine, yet the 
moſt learned Trinitarians confeſs the 
ſenſe is, not theſe three are one God, 
but theſe three are one in their Teſtimo- 
zy, Or they agree in their Teſtimony ; 
for they are here conſidered and ſpoken 
of as Witneſſes. . So Beza, Yatablus, 
Calvin, Eraſmus, the Engliſh-Geneva 
Notes. And accordingly moſt of the 
Greek Bibles which have this. verſe in 
them, read hereas they do in.the next 
verſe (not theſe three are one; -but) 
theie three agree in one ; z. e. in ny 
an 
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and the fame Teſtimony. 

(45). x John 5.20. We know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an 


Under ftanding, that we may know him 


thatis true; and we are in him that is. - 


true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : This © 
is the true God. Anſw. This was a 

very negligent Tranſlation, ſay -the 
Socinians. For whether you interpret 
him that i true to be God, or to: be 
Chriſt, no ſenſe can be made of the 
Words. The latter part of the Text 
ought to' have been thus rendred,' We 
are in him that is true (4. e. in God) by 
, bis Son Jeſus C wt oa This us the true *© 
God; 4, e. He: whoſe Son Chriſt 15, 

and.in whom we. are, he and no other 
15 the true God., So that this Text 
Plainly denies that Chriſt is the true 
God. When we are ſaid to be i» God 
by Chriſt ; the meaning is, we are u- 
pited to God (by his Love tous, and 
ours again to.-him) by the Procure- 
ment and means of the Lord Chriſt, 
who hath by - his Goſpel revealed God 
to 


(154) 


to., us, and: by -the higheſt ' Argu- 


ments engaged us to love'ahd ſerve 
him. | | 


mere, —ſaith the Lord, "which is, and 
which was, &c. Anſw. This verſe ſpeaks 


of God 'only,, not of Chriſt: tor 'at] 


vor. 4. and 3, Chriſt. js diftinguifh- 
ed from him, which #4, and which 

Was. hel. 
(47.) Rev. 1. 11. T am Alpha and 
Omega, the ff and. thelaſt. Anſw. 1. 
This part of the verſe is not in the La- 
tin, nor in any good Greek Bible, 
2. . But admitting the Words, it has 
been ſaid on Tai. 44. 6. in the fe- 
cond 'Letter, in what ſenſe theſe 
terms may be uſed of the Lord 
Chrift. | | 
(48.) Rev.1. 17. I an the firit and 

the lait.. Anſmn. See On Iſai. 44. 6. 
(49.) Rev. 2.23. I am he, which 
ſearchech the Reins and Heart. PEve 
ry one knows this is an Hebrew anc 
Scripture. Phraſe, ſignifying, I. know 
| th 


(46;) Rev. 1.8, I am Alpha and O- 
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the moi} (ſeeret Thoughts, which is'a 
Property belonging only to God. 


" Anſw. The Knowledg which tlie Lord 
.Chrift had ar hath, of any ones {e- 


<ret 'Fhoughts, :is a Revelation made 
to him by God ;-as it was alfo ſome- 
times 40 farmer Prophets : Rev. 1. 1, 
The \Revelation of Feſums Chriſt, which 
God gave to him, to #nto his Sers 
<iants. '2 Kings 6. 12. The Prophet 
that is + Tirael, teleth the King of 1 
rael, the Hpras that thou ſpeakeſt in thy 
Bedchamber. 2 Kings 8. 12. 1 know 
the Eu] that thos wilt do to the Children 
of Iſrael, Prophets ſearch the Heart, 
that is, know the Thoughts and Pro» 
penſzons of the Heart, by the Spirit 
or Inſpiration of God in tthem. Bur 
the Lord Chriſt hath a far greater mea- 
fure of that Spirit, than any of the 
former Prophets ever had. 

(50,) Rev. 3. 14. The Beginni of 
the Creation of God. Anfw. 1. The 
Words prove that Chriſt ts not God, 
but a Creature. 2. But the Truth _. 
the 
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the. Greek ſhould have! been thus ren- 
dred, The Prince (or chief) of the 
Creation of God. 

(51.) Rev. 5. 5. The Root of Da- 
vid. Anſw. That is, aRoot ſpringing 


' from David: As a Root of the Earth, | 


1s a Root which ſpringeth from the 
Earth ; not on the contrary, a Root 
from which the Earth ſpringeth. 

(52.) Rev. 5.6. 1 heheld, in the 
midſt of the Throne. —4 Lamb ( as it 
had been ſlain) having —ſeven Eyes, 
which are the ſeven Spirits of God, ſent 
forth into all the Earth. Anſw. "This 
. we confirms what has been often ſaid, 
amely that the Knowledg which our 
Lord Chriſt now hath of Afﬀairs on 
Earth, is (partly)* by means of thoſe 
miniſtring Spirits which are ſent forth 
into all the Earth, as his Eyes, to ſee 
and relate the ftate of things: for 
what other reaſon can they be here 
called his Eyes ? o 

(53.) Rev. 5.8. Having every one 
of them, -—Vials full of Odors, which 
are 
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are the Prayers of the Saints. Anſw.. Ia 
this Viſion the- Prayers of the Saints 
- Þ are by the Elders (or Presbyters) . offe- 
ne | red to Chriſt, as the box home : that 
" is, with Intention that he ſhould re- 
a- | commend them to God by his Inter- 
1B | cefſion. © But note alſo, that *tis not. 
h, | here ſaid that theſe Prayers were at all 
ie | offer'd to Chriſt. 
ot Je;-246 Rev. 17. 4. Lord of Lords, 
Kjngs. Anſw. Chrift is 
{© Try 0 Lords : as that himſelf 
hath one, who is not only his Lord 
but his God. TFohn 20. 17.'T aſcend 
to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God. 

(55-) Rev. 21.6: 1 am Alpha and 
hos Aznſw. Theſe Words are ſpo- 
and of- God only. 

(56.). Rev. 22. 20. "We fo, come 
_ Jeſws. Anſw. 'Tis a Wilb, not a 

Prayer. 

(57) Rev. 22. 21. The Gronef our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you. , Anſw. 
lg what ſenſe the Grace or Favour of 
oy : I 
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Chriſt is wiſbed. to: Chriſtians, - hath 
been explained on'1 Cor, 11 2 and on 
2 Car. LJ. 14. 

Beſides I Anſwers to oarticn- 
lar: Texts, the Sociniaxs- fay farther 
in- general t9 al the Quotations our of 
the New Teſtament : that,  - 

1. Whereas they differ from the 
Church in tranſlating -ſeverel, and ut 
interpreting all the þefore-cited Texts 
their Tranſlations and-Interprevurions 
ought | to be admitted;; ans thoſs/ of 
the Church or Trinicarians refected, 
becauſe that Interpretation of (Serip« 
tyre can, never be:true, which. holds' 
forth either a DoQrine» 0r-« a: Wonkes 
quenoce-that is abſurd, -or CD 
ry and-irhpeflible. Tit fF-andpot v4 
tt en contradiftory 
ble, that, there ſhould be. Bal 
mighty and. moſt wile Perlony and 
yet but one God ; ww oy Dro 
eveny Al mig ty A wite 
fon a k God, a moſt: Ck Cad, to 


whom 


=P 


> 
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whom. nothing can be added ? - Is it 
not doubly contraditory and: abſurd: 
to. ſay, he are three Perſons who 
are. ſtverally aud each. of them the true. 
and / wo high: God, and yet there is. 
but one true and moſt high- God ?: 
Unleſs you mean one thing by & irue- 
and moit high God, in the firſt clauſe, 
and another thing in the other clauſe : 
and if 13, you introduce. two ſores of 
trae. and mo#. high ove which I 
think all Chriftzans aþho 

Bk reze&-the. DoQrine of the An- 
ne Fins and Pa God hath:hu-- 

1G Cats "- 

, if -you, regard only the 
— the Words, 0n-a. great ena- 
ny clear Texts of Scripture, as may 
kf be ſeen: in Fwy Biddles wars 
Nl bocaufſe "tis abfurd and impoſſible, that - 
nd he who-has humane Parts and. Paſſions, 
ary and reſides in Heaven only, ſhould 
hat £ create and preſerve the —_ and - 
er- | ſhould be conſcious to Mens Thoughts 
[to va Earth. What can be -more- _ 
om preſs 
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preſs than this s my Body, yet we 
juſtly reje&t the DoQrine of the Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, becauſe *tis. contradiito-. 
ry 4nd impoſſible that the ſame Body 
ſhould at the ſame time be in more 
places than, one, Therefore any 0- 
ther Dodrine, that plainly appears to 
be abſurd and contradictory, ought al-. 
ſo to be rejeted ; how agreeable ſoe- 
ver .it may ſeem to the meer Chime. 
and Tingle of the Words of ſome few | 
Texts: We are (as Tertulias rightly 
faith) to interpret- Scripture, -not by 
the found of Words, but the . Nature 
of things: Melo ( faith the Father ) 
te ad ſenſum rei, quam ad ſonum wv0- 
cabuli: exerceas. Turtul. adv. Prax..| 
C. $» 

: They ſay farther, . that none of 
the objeted and above-cited Texts, | 
are by Trinitarians themſelves thought 
to be true and demonſtrative - Proofs 


_ - either of the Trinity, or of the Di- 


vinity.of the Son or Spirit, Every - 
one. of thele Texts, but Fohy 1. 1, &c. 
| is 
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is Fiyen up to the Socinians, as an _in- 
competent and unconcluding Proof, 
by ſome or other of the moſt karned 
and allowed Criticks and Interpre- 


ters: of the Proteſtant Party. As to 


the'Catholick DoQtors ( fo _ Chr. 
$exdins hath made a preat ColleRion 
of Teſtimonies out- of them;- to this 
EffeR, that neither the Trinity, nor 
the Divinity of the Lord Chtift, or of 


the Holy Spirit, can be proved by the 


Scripture; bur: by Traditi6n- only. 
Somme of them confeſs that the Scrip- 
tures rather favour the Socinian Do- 
frine ;- and: that' the Trinity: is not 
only above, but contrary to Reaſon ; 
finally that if the- Authority of the 
Church did. not- oblige thetn' to be 
Catholicks, they: ſhould chooſe to be 
Socinians. See for theſe things-* Sax- 
dice,” Hiſt. Eccl. I. x. c. de Ari-and Cin- 

alle, in Script. Trin. Revel. An Eng- 
iſh Author of the Romiſh Perſuafe 
on has theſe Words (i» Fiat. Lux. p. 
379, 380.) FE may truly ſay, Chri# « 
the Pope's God. For if the Pope had 

C L 
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not been, or had not been ſo vigilant 
and reſolute a Paſtor as he is; (he means 
ſuch a Perſecutor) Chriſt whom the 
Pope both worſhips himſelf, and pro- . 
pounds to the World to worſhip «& the { 
very true God, that made all things, 
Chriſt I ſay had not been taken for any 
ſuch Perſon, as this day we believe 
him to be. | 
Whereas beſides the above-cited 
Texts, the Orthodox objeA, that if 
Chriſt were not God as well as Man, | 
he could not ſatisfy the Juſtice of God 
for our Sins, or be a full and ſufficient 
Atonement for them : The Socinians 
anſwer, (1.) That the Lord Chrift 
is a Propitiation and Atonement for 
\ Sin, is, a Demonſtration that he 1s not 
God, for God doth not give or make, 
but receive the Satisfaction - for . our 
Sins.  .(2.) They wonder that the,Son 
of God, though he 'is a Mae only, 
ſhould -not be judged a ſufficient Sa- 
tisfaCtion . and Propitiation | for Sin, 
(through the gracious Acceptance: of 
God) when "tis ſo known. and *evi- 
dent, 


* —" 0 "" _ 
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dent, that the Oblation and Sacrifice 
of Beaſts under the Moſaic Law, and 
from Adam till thoſe times, was 'ac- 
cepted as a full Atonement and Sa= 
tisfaQtion in order to Forgiveneſs ; Lev. 


6.6. He ſhall bring his Treſpaſs-Offer- 1 


ing, 4 Ram without Blemjſh ; ——and 
the Prieft' ſball make Atonement for him 
before the Lord, for. any thing of all 
that he hath done in treſpaſſing. 
the whole Context. * | 
Finally; whereas the Orthodox do 
decline many of the Socinian Argu- 
ments, by the DiſtinQtion of two Na- 
tures (a Divine and humane Nature) 
in Chriſt : For Example, when the 
Socinians objeft, Fohn 14. 28. My Fa- 
ther is greater than I: or, John 5.30. 
I can do nothing of my ſelf. We an- 
{wer, that theſe chings are ſpoken of 
Chriſt only according to his hurnane 
Nature; - but thar he hath alſo a Di> 
vine Nature, by which he is equal to 
the Father, and-can do all things .of 


himſelf; Tothis they reply, (1.) That 


the Diſtinftion of: two Natures (a 
L 2 Dt- 
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Divine and Humane) in Chriſt, is 
elearly overthrown by the 8:b,g9th, 10th 
and 11th Arguments mentioned in the 
the firſt Letter. -. 2. If a thing other- 
ways true of Ghrift, may be denied 
of bam: becauſe. *tis only +jn_ one. of 
theſe (pretended ) Natures, and not 
im the-other ; . if. our Saviour: ſaith he 
can do nothing. of himſelf, only be- 
cauſe he cando. nothing of himſelf ac- 
cording to his humane Nature, and 
can do all things of himſelf according to 
his (pretended) Divine Natures then 
*tis | lawful and allowable . to. fa 
Chriſt is no Man, was never born 
the. Virgin, was not crucified, . dead, 
or buried, did noe riſe abain from the 
dead, aſcended ndt into Heaven, un- 
der pretence that according to his Di- 
vine Nature, he never was born of 
the Virgin, never was crucified, dead, 
or buried, &c. Now who does not 
ſee, that to ſpeak thus, were to deny 
the whole New Teftament, and re- 
nounce Chriſtianity ? Have not we 
(fay the Spciniens) reaſon to rejet and 


ab« 
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abhor a DiſtinQion, that if it -in- 
commodes- our DoCtrine, and the Al- 
legations for it, does: as effeQtually 
inſt rhe moſt evident and 
acknowledg'd Points: of the Chriſtian 
Faith ? Nay the Diftin&ion and Evaſi- 
ons founded on it, do ax leaſt as. much 
hurt to the Triniterians as to the So- 
cinians. Far if the.Diſtin&tion of two 
Natures be true;. and the Anſwers 
founded on it allowable; then no 
Fault can be found with a Spcinian, 
when he ſhall ſay, Chriſt is not true 
God, was not generated of the Effence 
of the Father, was not from Eterni» 
ty : for all this may. be ſaid of him 
according (to uſe their own Words) 
bis hamane Nature; for according to 
that, be is not true .God, was not 
generated of. the Fathers Eflence, was 
not from -Eternity. Do not Trinita- 
riens abſolutely diſallow, as falſe and 
Heretical, theſe Forms of Speech, . 

though. defended by the DiſtinQi- 
on of the two Natures? why then 


do they expe, that their Advert 
i * 
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' ries in this Controverſy, ſhould admit 
their Anſwers which are founded on 
the ſame, and no other Defence ? 

This, Sir, is the Sum of what 
theſe Gentlemen fay on ' this great 
eſtion ; a*'Brief of their Argu- 
ments and Anſwers, by which they 
would ſupport their DoQtrine, that 
God is but one Perſon; and that 
(as fome of them add) our Lord 
Chriſt nor the Holy Spirit, ne1- 
ther- are, nor ever are called Gods or 
God in Holy Scripture, as alſo that 


neither Creation ( whether New or © 


Old Y nor any of the Attributes of 
God are aſcribed to our - Blefled 
Saviour. For a Concluſion, give. me 
leave to adviſe you in the Words of St. 
Pasl, 1 Thefl. 5.21. Prove all things, 
bold faſt that which i good. 
SIR, 


I am 


Tour moſt Obliged. 


hy v. -” ” m_ _— - 
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The Publiſher to whom the foregoing Let- 
ters were written, having left them 
ſome time with a Gentleman, 4 Perſon 
of excellent Learning and Worth; 
they were returned to him with this fol- 
lowing Letter, , 


SIR, 


Aving had the Favour of peru- 
FF ſing theſe Letters, I cannot but 
- =» preatly eſteem the Learning 
and Judgment. of the Author ; who 
has brought fo large a Controverſy 
(and that has been debated with the 
utmoſt Induſtry, Learning, and Sub- 
tilty for many hundred Years, even 
from ſoon after the time of the A 
ftles) into ſo ſmall a Compals, that 
one may ſoon ſee the Allegations from 
Scripture on both ſides, with the moſt 
material Diftinftions and Aaſwers. 
Wherein it ſeems ST to me,” what 
4 «Is 
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is faid in one of the Paragraphs of the 

firſt Letter, that the Unitarian Do» 

Qrine'ts an accountable and reaforiable 

Faith, grounded on Aer d evident 
O Ia 


Scriptute-Arpgutnents, ras a ne- 
gative Propoſition cap teaſonably be ex- 

d to be: Whereas the Trinitarian 

rine. is founded pen obſcure or 
miſtaken Texts ; '4tid defended by 
{uch unreaſonable DiſtinRions, as can- 
not be admitted by any Man of a free 


Judgment, s being either contraditory 


in themſelves, or utterly unintelligible, 
However I can do no leſs than: con» 
clude, and expect every judicious Man's 
Aﬀent t@it ; 1. That the Dodtrine of 


the Trinitarians is no neceſfary or fun- 


damental Doctrine of Chriftiaaity. 
2. That 'tis unjuſt and unchriſtian, to 
lay the Unitarians Or Socinians under 


any Penalties or Forfeitures, upon the 


account of their DoQtrine. 7. That 
Trinit&i4ns ought to: own the Unitari- 
«ns for Chriſtian Brethren, and be- 
have themſelves towards them as 


{uch, 
Firſt, 


\ 
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Firft, aid the Dodtrine of the Tri 
pitariaxs is)n0 neceſfary or fundamen- 
tal. DoQtrine of Chriftianity, For to 
fay, it i, doth, 1. 'Refle&t upon the 
Goodneſs of God, and his Love'to 
Mankind : as making; that fundumens« 
tal and neceſſary ro Salvation, the 
Truth-whereof muſt be confeſſed\to be 
ſo very obſcure and 'uncertain, that 
where the Prejudices of Education, Re« 
ſpect of Men, and Fear of Penalties 
do not prevail, the vulgar (who ard 
ren to one of Mankind ) either do not 
believs it at all, or confeſs it as Partots 
{peak Words without Underftahding. 
2. To make the Doftrine of tlie Trial- 
ty fundarnental, is to joyn Hands with 
Papifts in contradition to Proteftarit 
DoRtrine ; owning with them that the 
Scripeures are obſcure and unfifficient 
even in Bundamentak ; and ſo bringing 
na of admitting and believing. 
uaſcri Traditions, Of rhis the- 


Papiſts are ſd ſenſible, that i is- the 
chief of thoſe Argurnents with which- 
they aftack Pri 


ftants;and whichthey- 
urge 


| (170) 
urge in their former and latter Wri- 
tings : wherein+they not only ſeem to 
have, but have in reality great Advan- 
tage ;- as will (Iam perſwaded) appear 
to thoſe that impartially conſider it, 
It will not be here impertinent to tell 
you a ſtory that hapned 1a the preſent 
Reign. A certain great Lord was aſ- 
faulted in his Faith by a Jcſuit or other 
Seminary, who began with him thus; 


My Lord, I know you believe the Creed of 


Athanaſius : to which the Lord (wiſely 
perceiving what he would build upon 
that Conceſſion) anſwer'd, Who told 
you ſo? whichquick Anſwer by Queſti- 
on, did ſo {urprize and diſappoint' the 
Seminary, that he had no more to ſay. 
It ſeems his intended Arguments leaned 
on that Pillar alone, to wit, the Belief 
of the' Creed commonly called the Arhq- 
naſian. 3: The Trinitarian DoQtrine 
refle&ts Weakneſs and Unſufficiency up- 
on the whole Chriſtian Church and 
Faith of the firſt Ages ; which (as our 
Author has noted) knew or profeſſed 
no other but the Apoltles Creed, ww 
ot 
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doth fully agree with the Unitarian or 


Socinian, but by no rheans with the 


Trinitarian rine of fundamental 
Faith. 4-: They that urge the Dofrine 
of the Trinity as fundamental, do clear- 
ly impuga the ſixth Article of the 
Church of Exgland, which faith, 
* Holy Scripture containeth all things 
* neceſlary ta Salvation: So that whart- 
&* ſoever is not read therein, nor may 
© be proved thereby, is not to be re- 
«* quired of any Man, that it ſhould be 
*© believed as an Article of the Faith. 
Such alſo was the Judgment of Mr. 
Chillingworth, that eminent Defender of 
Proteſtantiſm, ch. 6. z. 56.. where he 
ſaith, © By theReligion of Proteſtants, 
®1 onderfland ——that wherein they all 
« agree. —T HE BIBLE, THE 
* BIBLE, Ifay, THE BIBLE on- 
* ly is the Religion of Proteſtants, 
© Whatever elſe they. believe beſides it, 
« and the plain irrefragable and indubi- 
&* table Conſequences of it, well may 
* they hold it as a matter of-Qpinion ; 
but not as a matter of Faith or Reli- 
| « gion ; 
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& gion : neither car/ they with Con- 
« ſiftence to their own Grounds, be- 
« lieve it themſelves ; nor require the 
« Belief of it from others, . without 
** moſt high and moſt ſciſmatical Pre- 
« ſumption, 

Secondh, I ſaid, it follows from the 
foregoing - Diſcourſes, that it is unjuſt 
and unchriftian, to lay the Unitarians 
or Sotinians under any Penal Laws of 
other Hardſhips, on the account of their 
Conſcience and DoQtrine, For we may 
ſee here, that an honeſt and ſincere 
Man may in the Purſuit of his own Sal- 
vation, and in adhering to Proteſtant 
Principles of the Clearneſs and Suf- 
ficiency of Scripture in Fundamen- 
tals, as alſo in reverence of the 
ancient Faith held forth in the Apoſto- 
lick Creed; and of the Church of the 
firſt Ages, he may (I fay) with cleat 
Satisfattion in his own Conſcience, 
dishetieve - the Triniterien DoRtrine. 
But how can Chriſtians with Satisfafti- 
on to their Conſciences puniſh ſuch a 
Man? As for the publick Peace, there 

is 
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is g6t only nothing in the Nature of 
their DoQrine that inclines them:to Un- 
peaccableneſs; but they havealſoalways 
been extremely candid to thoſe that dif- 
fer from them, from a Principle com- 
mona (Lthink) to them and the Remon+ 
ſtragts only, that Conſcience owght to be 


free in matters of Faith : This is a Prin» 


ciple: with the Socizians and the Re: 
monſtrants ; other Families of Chrifti- 
ans take it up 4s 'an expedient, when 


' they have need of it. Briefly, If the 


Sosinians appear tobe as careful and dis» 
ligent to know. the Truth, as Athaneſ- 
axs ; if they are in their Stations as 
learned as they, and' as innocent and 
virtuous Men in: their Converſations ; 
how can any Chriſtian :judg /and con- 
demn them, without incurringour Sa- 
yiour's Judgment and Condemnation ? 
He that believes the whole Bible hear- 
tily ; :and indeavours fincerely toknow 
the Miod of (God: and Chritft therein, 
and to purge hunſelf from thoſe carnal 
AﬀeQions and worldly Intereſts thas 
hinder Men froin ſeeing and obeying 

| the 
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the Truth z and (perhaps) as a Teſti» 
mony thereof, ſuffers the Loſs of Advan- 
tages,: and Goods, Kinsfolk, and Coun- 
try, nay, undergoes: Penury and other 
Hardſhips in foreign Countries, as ma+ 
ny do at this Day ; how can any who 
pretend to give Obedience to the Law 
of common Reaſon. of Moſes and the 
Prophets, 'andof Chriſt himſelf in bis 
Sermon on the Mount, to-wit, of doing 
to others as we would they ſhould do to 
us, how I fay can ſuch think a Socinian 
we as we have' but now deſcri- 
ed him,doth deſerve Puniſhment for his 
Faith? Ard how can any Man, with» 
out tranſgrefling Chriſt's Law of Chari- 
ty, judge fuch a one to be guilty with- 
out any Appearance of Guilt, more than 
may beeafily ſeen in himſelf ? Is it not 
the common Principle of all Proteſtants, 
to believe the Holy Scriptures are ſufh- 
cient to/all Religion, and clear in all 
Neceflaries of Faith: and Manners, and 
that every Man is obliged by our Lord 
Chriſt, to believe and practiſe accord- 
ing to his own Knowledg, = _ 
nder- 


[LG OE 
Undetftanding of - the Scriptures ? He 
that does f, '1s not only a Chriſtian, 
but a Proteltant, that 1s, a reformed 
Chriſtian: ' 7 am fully aſſured (fays Mr. 
Chillingworth, and conſequently thoſe 
learned Perſons, "the. Vice-Chancellor 
of Oxford, the Regius Profeflor, and 
others who licenſed and approved his 
Book) that God does not, and therefore 
Men ought not, require more of any Man 
than this, to believe the Scripture to be 
God's Word, to endeevonr to find the true 
ſenſe of it, and to live according to it, 
ch. 6. n.56. The ſame Author fays (ch. 
5.#.96.) Thave learnt from the ancient 
Fathers, that wothing is more agajnſt Re- 
ligion, ' than to force Religion : and of 
St. Paul, that the Weapons of the Chri- 
flian Warfare are not carnal. The fa- 
mous Satvien of Marſeils ( who wrote 
about the'Year of our Lord 460) faith 
thus concerning oneſort of Unitar ras, 
Viz Arians,' They are Hereticks, but not. 
knowingly : —They do ſo much judg them- 
ſelves Cathobicks, that they defame us with 
the Namt 'of Hereticks : ——They _ 
| 2 
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be puniſh'd in the D oF of Judge ent for 
- oy Error of 4 ale Le MON 428 
know but the Fuag., De Gubary, Dei k 


5, where my be read more to the ſame 
Though this Author; accars 
borpers to the Vogue ys Thoſetimes,cal- 
be (Erin ae by ec 
W e ſays of them, ſhows 
they were ops | for the Charater he 
;eant Ee be -ws them. to1h6 con» 
t Chr! iſtians.; and Lavery. of 
t, Auſtin againſt the Marnichees 
(a fart of Pcople that held there were 
two. Gods, one. good, the. other eval 
faith thus, Let them be fierce again 
Jon, who known not how laborious 4 thing it 
is to fipd out the Truth ; and. bow diffi- 
part vto we eſcage Errors : Let them be fierce 


who know not how-rare awd 
-. 4 fag 6 #8 #0 overcome 64r nal Ima- 
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C7 I added, that the Trivicari 


axs, qught to own the Unjreriens for 
Day Chriſti- 
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Chriſtian. Brethren, and to behave 
themſelves towards them as ſuch. -For 
Proteſtants do agree, that all neceſſary 
and fundamental matters of Faith are 
clear and plain in Scripture ; but other 
matters not ſo evident, but that good 
Chriſtians may err concerning them, 
as we fee they did even in the times 
of the Apoſtles : now this DoQrine 
os the Trinitariens appearing to be no 
fundamental Doctrine, it does by no 
means. uachriſtian thoſe that hold the 
contrary, nor excule the Trinitarians 
from thoſe Offices, which are dye to 
them as Chriſtians. And the rather, be * 
cauſe they are not only willing to make 
Confeſſion of Faith in all the forms of 
Words contained in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, but in the Words alſo of the A- 
poſtles Creed; as allo becauſe they are 
not liable to any charge of Idolatry,. or 
pope in their Worſhip; 'or..of 

ncharitableneſs in condemning thoſe 
of contrary Minds, as the Gonfede- 


: of Rome is. _ _ 
Os hs M There- 


C458), 
"Therefore T' canhot bit wonder at 
fome learned Men, that aref6' car- 
ried away with an overweaning 
* nionlof their 6wn Jidgrnent; thr t y 
willaot allow 'tlisſe the name 6f Ohri- 
ftians who do-not believe, beſides the 
Bible; and the” Creed of the Apoſtles, 
alſo'the Nioerſe- ad Athanalian Creeds: 
Nay,” ſome actor rhe Trinitarian 
rines tolbeſ6 mneceffary td\Chriſti- 
anity; that thoug #h thoſe who teny them 
be othitways very © Gloks nd uſeful Men, 
=_ young i apejnſt tht fenſe of the Catho« 


oth,” Phey'” erf, mot for want ' 


* Aw wg \bat' from a certain m_ 


of PURDPLlle of Underſtanding, 
ave « Suttty Yah ten redone Teva. 
gs ads tbf no Excuſe. If what 
rs Hiltel in- theſe Ttrters,” concerning 
the Catholek Church of- "the Apo ftles 
times''and firſt Apes, be ret: 5 ae 
that Author'builds'#is Coj 
4 file and rotten” es 
ealt-lehg? Building «lit 
Raſhneſs, and Vngharkabh | 
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humndelf;, 1 mean 2 to.this particular 
Caſe, [for othierwaysF readily acknow+ 
ledg. the Worth, ahd: Learning of- the 

Neither can I ſufliciently admire; 
that another. learned; Man, - and # Suf- 
ferer for; his - Conſcience, ſhould; in a 
Pacrfiah  Neſequrfe treat tlie Sooiwvans 
1n the, fame conrumelious manner, nat; 
allowing 'them worthy of the Name 
of Chriſtians, becaule. they 29. about 
(ſaith heY 9 overthrown the whale frame 


. of the Chriſtian Dattrine, by artagent 


Preſumptions of falſe; Reaſonings ang $0- 
phiſticel Arguments, Yea, 1t s*com- 
monly objetted againſt them, that chey 
exalt their Reaſonings above plain -ang |. 
expreſs Revelation in Scripture,. Which 
Crimingtion feems rome, to be clear- 
ly taken away by the, four Letters, 
in which is appears, by the many Un- 
concluding. Texts, falle Tranſlations, 
uaintelligible Reaſonings and. Diftin- 
Fions, .cited and urggd on the Behalf 
of the Trinitarian Pottrine; and on the 

| M 2 other 
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other hand, by the numerous clear 
Texts, allowed Tranſlations, Reaſo- 
nings and Diſtinttions, common to 
' Mankind; produced by the Unitariens 
that theſe laſt may reaſonably retort 
' this great Obje&ion, on their Oppo- 
ſites the Trinitarians, who in a thou- 
fand expreſs Texts of Scripture do ex- 
alt their Reaſonings to maintain ano- 
ther ſenſe than the plain Words require. 
For one Inſtance, how miny expreſs 
Texts aſcribe Parts and Members, 
AtﬀeQtions and Paſſions, Shape and Fi- 
gure, Place and Circumſcrrption to 
God? all which (as the Author of 
theſe Letters notes) are otherways ex- 
pounded by learned Men, becauſe they 
judg theſe things in reaſon unſuitable 
ro God, But what Principle more 
Clear both in Reaſon and Scripture than 
this, that there-is but one God, or 
that God is one? All Chriſtians, and 
all Jews, and all Mahometans (who are 


Al ſaid to be more in Number than Chri- 


ſtians) beſides the wiſe Heathens, do 
. acknow- 
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' acknowledg it ; and all thefe under- 
ſtand by the term'Gol, a neceſſary ex- 
iſtent: Perſon. Upon theſe clear 
Grounds the UVnitarians deny that there 
afe three ſuch,ascontrary to that Unity; 
and —_— into the Godhead two 
unneceffary or ſuperfluous Perſons. For 
if one. be ſufficient, and he cannot be 
God if he be not ſufficient, then the 
two more are ſupernumerary and un- 
neceſſary, and conſequently not God. 
For my own part I was bred up in the 
Trinitarian Faith, and took the Truth 
of .it for granted ; but when theſe 
Scriptures and Reaſons came into my 
View, (and I had got over the Fear 
of -examining, what ſome Men who 
-name themſelves the Church, call Fun- 
-damentals) I conld not avoid the 
Force of them: though it. grieves me 
that I cannot continue in conſent with 
my old Friends, - as well in this as other 
parts of Chriſtian Do&rine. But cer- 
tainly as in Philoſophy, Truth ſhould 
be more dear to us than Plato or Socra- 


res 
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plain; Seripture ffering with tvident 
; ns ſpould prevail with thoſe who be- 
lieve the. Seriptures Divine, more thay 
obſcurt Texts difſenant 10 the clear Reav 
fon of Mantind. And it may well al- 
lay any ones Fear of examining and 
judging concerning (pretended) Fun- 
damentals, when he ſhall conſider that 
even the Church of England in ano- 
ther of hey; Articles. ſays, that as the 
Church of Jeruſalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch have errred, ſo alſo the Church 
of Rome ( which contends that ſhe is 
the Catholick Church.) hath erred , 
prot only in her living apd' thanner of Ce- 
remonies,” byt alſo it matter of Faith. 
So alfo Chillingworth ( with his Appro- 
vers) fays, 1 ſee plainly and with mine 
own Eyes, that there are Popes agaia# 
Popes; Compils ageinf# Councils ; ſome 
Fathers at#inf others, the ſame Fa- 
thers dgain# themſtloes'; a conſent of 
Fathers of one Agr, anni? a conſent of 
Fathers of avother Age. There 
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kt i to pr ud 
Numbers, 'tis As to te hoſt, cl "ig 2 
time when the Chriſtian Wottd was A- 
rian,that is Unifarian;lothat the Coun- 
Ccil of Ariminum and Seleucia in which 
560 Biſhops were preſent ( the greateſt 
Conventioh of Biſhops that ever was) 
decreed for the Unitarian Faith, Was 
number in thoſe times an Argument 
of Truth? If not, how can it be fo 
now ? 

The Author of theſe Letters has well 
obſerved beſides, that the DoQtrine of 
the Trinitarians in'thele days, is widely 
different from the DoQrine decreed 
in the firſt Council of Nice ; from 
whence I infer, that their Boaſt of 
Antiquity is as ygin as the other of 
Number. Twill only add to this Ob- 
ſervation, that though the more an- 
cient and the modern Trinitarians may 
agree in terms, yet thoſe times and 
theſe have different ſenſes of the ſame 
Words agd Phraſes. SIR, 
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SIR, I pray accept. of my hearty 
Thanks for this Publication, and ſhew 
the Author how great an Honour I 
have for him. 


I an 


Toxrs, &c: 


